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pensioners and their home. They used to. make
it an excuse that only those pemstoners who
were sent to the home by the magistrate
sbould be allowed pensions. This matter has
heen fought for some years, and just prior to
the Labour party leaving office they promised
£3,000, which was congidered to be dwe. This
has been paid since.

Hon. R, 11, Underweod {IMomorary Minis-
ter): Tt is £4,500.

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: T am glad to hear
that they intend to pay £4,500 to the old age
pensioners in fnture. The Government should
not make a profit out of these people. 1f the
Govermuent are recouped for the -cost of up-
keep that is as far as they should go, and the
balance of the money should go into the
pockets of the old age pensioners, to assist
them in purchasing the delieacies they may
require, It is difficult to reduce these Esti-
mates 80 far as the payments that have to be
made are concerned. These payments in-
clude the upkeep of hospitals, the mainten-
ance of police and prisons, the upkeep of asy-
lums, and our charitable institutions. Al
these branches of activity are necessary, and
I believe they have heen doing good work for
many years past. T hope thiz will be con-
tinued.

Hon., R. T. UNDERWOOD (Hoenorary
Minister—Pilbara—in reply) [11.1]: I am
. very pleased at the manner in which these
Estimates have been received, particularly by
the member for North-East Fremantle (Ton.
W. C. Angwin), who speaks with knowledge,
having put these same TF'stimnates through the
House two or three times. and being aware of
the difficulty of putting through Estimates of
which one has not the control. SBevernl points
raised by the member for Murchison (Mr. Hol-
man) I think T ean rerlv to when the items
are reached: it is hardly necessary to deal
with them just now. As to the ambulauee van
at Day Dawn, T shall make inquiry to-morrow
morning. aml whether it bhelongs to private
subserilers or te the Gavernment

Mr, Holman: The office do not know. The
matter is 16 vears old, and therefore to oh-
tain information is difficult.

Hon. R, 1. UNDERWQOOD (Honorary
Minigtery:  The sugpestion of the member
for North-Fast Fremantle to anpoeint an in-
apeetar of hespitals appenls to me as a very
promising ovne, and likely, asg the hon. inemher
has said, tn save the State a pood Jdeal of
money. The remainder of the hon. gentle-
man's eriticigins T shall endeavour to auswer
when we are on the items,

General dehate eoneluded.

[The Speaker reanmed the Chair.)

Progress reported.

House adiourned at 11.4 pm.

——— i e
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TLegisiative Council,

Fednesday, 30th October, 1918,

The PRESIDENT took the Chair abt 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

{For **Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
I'resented’’ gee *“Minutea of Proceedings.’’]

MOTIONS—BUSINESS UNDERTAKINGS.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [4.32]: T move—

That the resolution passed by this Honse
on the 17th inst., as follows:—*'‘That the
Under Treasurer be requested to state the
total eapital expenditure from Loan Funds
on each of the business undertakings put
down in the Return No. 3, page 496,
of 'Hansard® be reseinded,”’

This seems to demand a brief explanation.
When the resolution was passed requesting
the Under Treasurer to put these figures be-
fore the House, it waa objected to by the
leader of the House. T do not question his
right to do that nor his objection on the
geore of procedure, My attitude, on the other
hand, is quite elear. T do not place rcliance
on the papers put forward and the state-
ments made by Ministers in connection with
our State trading concerns. We know per-
fectly well how easy it is in husiness affairs
to put this or that forward which wilt in-
tentionally or unintentionally 1nislead the
shareholders. We know of that in private bua-
iness affairs. We are now launched out in
Rtate trading concerms. T am giving the
closest possible attention to these matters,
aml T want a thoroughly independent re-
port, not from the Ministerial department,
but from the officer who is the officer of Par-
liament, namely, the Auditor General. Ob-
juetion having been taken to the insertion
of ‘“the Tinder Treasurer,’” I now move to
reseind the resolution and will later move
another motion in gubstitution thercof. TIn
that later motion ‘“the Aunditor Genceral’’
will appear. When we have a report from
the Auditor General T shall be able to place
same very intervesting  information  hefore
hon. memhers in regard to the finaneial pesi-
tion of these Rtnte trading coneorns.

Question put and passed.

" Hon, A, SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Sub-
urhany [4.33]: I row move—

That there he laid on the Table of the
Hovse a report hy the Anditor General
showimr the tetal capital expenditure from
Loean funds on each of the business wun-
dertakings sct down in Return No. 3, page
406, ‘‘Hansard.”?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colehateh—TastY [4.35]: T Ao not wish to
oppose the motion, but T think the remarks
nf the hon. member that he has no confidence
in figures and statements submitted by Min-
jsters i3 a gratuitous affront to Ministers
which woulil prahably be much more seriously
regarded if it came from any other guarter.
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Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban—in reply) [4.36]: Recently in this
Chamber we had two, if not three, occasions
when members gquoted from an official
paper put forward by Ministers, and the
leader of the House rose and denied the
acenracy of thoge figures. How, then, can we
diseuss public affairs if we are not able to
rely on the accuracy of the figures and state-
ments put forward in official papers? I am
speaking, not for myself alone, but for more
than one member who has referred to official
papers and has been corrected by the leader
of the House, who declared that the figures
wero inaceurate, We ean continue this dis-
cussion on a later oceasion.

Question put and passed,

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 2), £425,000,
Second Reading,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colebatch—East) [4.37] in moving the second
reading said: When [ introdueced the first
Supply Bill, earlier in the session, it was an-
ticipated that the consideration of the Esti-
mates would be completed by the end of the
present month, and consequently the amount
of supply asked for was only sufficient io
earry on till the end of Ociober. It is
now clear that the Estimates will not be com-
pleted until some time next month, and eon-
sequently a Bill is necessary to provide for
another month’s supply. That Bill is now
presented, I move—

That the Bill bo now read a second time.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN (South) [4.38]:
When the last SBupply Bill was before the Houge
in Awvgust 1 initiated a diseussion on the finan-
cial position. I have to-day to say very few
words, and I would not say even those few
words except that if I remained silent it might
be thought subsequently that I was one of
those who acquiesced in the Government’s
financial pelicy or want of policy. I take this
opportunity to state once again, without re-
peating what I have said on many occasions
in this House, that I am extremely disappointed
that the Government should not. be making a
stronger effort to stop the financial drift. I
have studied the figures as well as I can and
I have studied the speeches of Ministers, and
I regret to say that neither in the figures nor
in the specches can I find any effort whatso-
ever that ean be regarded as satisfactory on
the part of Minigters to straighten the finances,
or even to improve the finances, We are face
to face with a very serious position because of
two most important factors which should never
be absent from the minds of hon, members
when considering the finaneial position, One
faetor that should be impressed upon us is
that Pederal taxation is bound to increase
enormously., No matter bow soon the war
may end, that taxation must increase, hecanse
in addition to the interest bill en the war loan
there will be a big bill for pensions to be met,
and there will have to be also a big bill for
the purpose of repatriation. In addition to
that faector—the certainty of the enormous in-
erease in Federal taxation—we must aleo keep
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constantly in mind the fact that the present
finaneial agreement will expire in 1920, I
think the amount we got last year under that
financial agreement was something like half
a millien. In view of the condition of the
Federal finances, and having regard to what
has been said already on behalf of the Federal
Ministry, it seems almost a certainty that the
States will be called upon to rely entirely
upon their own financial resourees. At any
rate, wiatever happens that agreement, we ag
a State will not be put in a better position, but
we are bound to be put in a woree position.
Therefore, I say that everyone who takes the
slightest interest in the financial position muat
deplore the absence of anytbing like a policy
on the part of the Government to meet the
situation. We are galloping towards financial
digaster and the Government are continuing
a policy of drift and indifference, waiting for
something to turn up. I protest against that
gort of thing, protest against the inevitable
disaster that seems to be shead of ue. Tt
looks at present as though we must go and
throw ourselves on the merey of the Commeon-
wealth Government. Whatever our opinion re-
garding unification—and there are many
atrongly in favour of that policy, and the num-
ber is inereasing—I think everyone will agree
that the relationship between the Common-
wealth and the States must be altered. But
it will be deplorable if the State is to approach
that position in such a financial condition that
it will be abgolutely helpless. Whatever nego-
tiations are to be held, we should be able to
enter upon them in a position that we may
claim some voice in the proceedings. At pre-
gent it looks as though, when it comes to the
inevitable megotiations, we shall be go finan-
cially helpless that we shall have no voice what.
ever in any arrangements that may be made,
Because of these considerations, I feel I would
not be doing my duty either to myself or to
those T represent if I sat here while a Supply
Bill was passing and did not avail myself of
the opportunity to protest against the policy
of indifference which the Government are dis-
playing towards the condition of the finances,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [4.44]: When
the last Supply Bill was before the House T
indieated that, unless some drastic economy
was effected by the present Government, when
the next Supply Bill came uwp I would

make an attempt to block supply. I then
pointed ont, as T have done on many
orcasions  sinee, that we are drifting
at the rate of £2,000 per day, that we

are horrowing £2,000 per day, at something
like 614 per cent, to pay daily expenses.
The difference between the daily revenue and
the aily expenditore is £2,000. T think T am
safe in saying that we are borrowing £2,000
per day on daily expenditure and upkeep of
eivil servants. TIf there were anyv solution of
the diffevlty, or if we conld see the end of
the diffieulty. T would not mind so much. Qur
agreement with the Federal authoritics, how-
ever, i3 getting worse every vear, and when
that agreement expires, in 1920, we ghall have
to depend upon our own vrevenue entirely,
getting nothing from the Commonwealth. The
leader of the House has complicated matters
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still further by saying that he, who is behind
the scenes, camnot see how the State ia to
finance unless we get some hetter agreement
with the Federal authorities.

The Colonial Secretary:
ing of the kind.

Houn. J. J. HOLMES: I think the hon.
gentleman said that in reply to a question
asked in this House by the last speaker.

The Colonial Secretary: I said that in the
present war coaditions we could not finanee,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: However, that was
the impression left on my mind. Whether the
hon. gentleman is of that opinien or not, any-
one who analyses the matter must be satis-
fied that that will be the position. To the last
conference of Premiers and Treasurers every
Premier went to curse the Federal author-
ities for the way they were treating the
States. Mr, Watf, the acting Prime Min-
ister, however, said that one good cffect of
the confercnce would be that the State Pre-
miers and Treasurers who came to curse re-
mained to bless. That bas not been contra-
dirted. The words I bave quoted are not the
exaet words used by the acting Common-
wealth Prime Minister, but they represent
the cffect of what he said. Such was the
result of a eonferenee between the acting
Federal Prime Minister and the State Pre-
miers and State Treasurers. We do not know
the obligations of the Commonwealth au-
thorities.  The Commonwealth authorities
themselves do not know those obligations, be-
vause they do mot know how long the war
will last. But we know they have a much
more diffieuit problem to solve in financing
the war than we have in financing our State
affairs. Any reform, any ecenomy, must
come from withio, and not from without. In
speaking on the Address-in-reply I suggested
that it was the duty of Parlinment to set a
good example by cutting down Darlinment-
ary expenditure, Parliamentary member-
ship, and Parliamentary salavies. Tn another
place the debate on a motion to reduce the
number of members and to reduce Parlia-
mentary salaries enme to mothing whatover.
T think it is generally admitted that if there
ia one subject on which another jlace waxes
cloquent, it ia the snbjoet of the necossity for
the retention of the present Parliamentary
extravagant expenditure, In view of that, I
am preparcd to bloek expenditnre at any
time when opportunity offers. If we do uot
avail ourselves of an opportunity when it
oceurs, T am confident that the opportunity
for economy and reform will come at an early
date, numely, when we find ourselves at the
dead end. If cconomy is not reached before
that time, which is not far distant, we ahall
get economy when we strike the dead end,

Hon. W. EKINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[4.50]: The only remarks I have to malke
on the Supply Bill are more in the nature
of a question than otherwise. As the leader
of the House knows perhaps better than any-
body, it ia easy to criticise and to criticise
very cfficiently. Indeed, the hon. gentleman
knows that mueh better tbhan anyone ‘else
knows it. At the same time T think it my

I have said noth-
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duty whilst criticising the financial policy of
the Government, if indeed there be such a
policy, to make suggestions, 1 have sug-
gested three or four times in this House
already that instead of broadeasting pro-
migses for the comstruction of works
such as the Fremantle freezing works,
for instance, about this country, the Gov-
ernment should make it easy for such publie
utilities to be provided in future not by the
Government but by the people themselves. I
ask the leader of the House now, bave the
Government considered the policy of teach-
ing the people of thia State to be a little
more dependent on themselves and a little
less dependent on the Government? For, in
my opinion, in that direction and in that
direction not only does economy lie for the
finances of this State. Our State finances
have got into a desperate condition, un-
doubtedly; and the only way to prevent them
from drifting inte a more desperate condi-
tion in the future is for the Government,
not to practise pifling economies like wusing
accondhand paper, or cutting down Darlia-
mentary salaries, and other little things like
that, but to curtail their own activities and
to reuder it possible for the people of this
State, and for people outside this State, to
come in and provide thoge public utilities, if
such are needed, mnder such restrictions as
may be necessary. This is nothing ncw. The
Mother country, to which we may often go
for an example, has been practising this
policy whieh I preach, from proctically the
inception of self-governwment. All the public
utilities in BEngland, practically, are provided
not by the British Governmeut and not even
by local goverring bodies but by private
companicz operating under private Acts of
Parliament—

Hon, Sir BE. TI. Wittenroom: Hcar, hear!

Hon, W. KINGSMILL: Which lay down
such restrietions as mmay adequately protect
the promoters, the people who are proviling
the faeilitics, aud the publie for whom the
faeilities are provided, and also the State
itself, ensuring that whatever requisite por-
tion of revenue should be derived from those
public utilities by the State is so conserved
to the State. In my opinion it is the only
reasonable way of endeavouring to square
our finances in this Btate; and I venture to
say that the Government have given this
sugpestion, along with many others, about
two seconds’ thought before throwing it into
the waste paper basket, We have facilities
now for such a thing to take place. We have
in our Staanding Orders, though I think only
in the old edition of them—which shows
to what extent the provision is made use
of —provision for the introduction of private
Bills. Take, for instance, the freezing works
at Fremantle, the provision of which by the
Government formed a leading feature in the
Governor’s Speech, although it is very pro-
bable the Government may have changed
their minds on the subject—I do not kmow
whether they have or not. But if those freez-
ing works are to be established, then un-
doubtedly they should be established by pri-
vate individuals, or a private company op-



[30 OcroBER, 1918.]

erating under a private Act. We need not
be frightened of that private enterprise which
has provided without apy injustice to the
English people the public utilities of Eng-
land for 100 vears or more, nor need we be
frightened to take example by the Mother
country. 1 do not know why—perhaps it is
from the scnse of power, of patronage,
which ia always dear to Governments—bat
that policy has never been adopted in this
State. Surely, at this time of our distress
the Government can forego whatever little
pleasure and power they obtain from such
patronage in order that they may seek this,
I think, obviously semnsible way out of the
great difficulties into which the State bas
fallen. The faet that such private Acts for
the provision of public facilities have to
gtand the most rigorous examination inside
and outside Parliament, ensures that the
rights of the people shall be respected. If
our Standing Orders in that relation are not
now of sufficiently acecurate a form, I intend
to move that the Standing Orders on private
Biils he referred to the Joint Standing Or-
ders Committee, or to the Standing Orders
Committee of this House, in order that they
may be brought more up to date than they
are at present, so that the Government may
have no excuso whatever for noegleeting to
make available this road which lies open to
them, a road which, I venture to say, if
private enterprise is protected from Govern-
ment competition, will he taken. However,
the present Government seem just as fond
of Government competition with private ea-
terprise as their predecessors were. I feel
sure private enterprise will provide better
facilities, better managed, and better bandled,
and more cconomical to the people of this
SBtate, than anything the present Government,
to judge from the samples of their manage-
ment which we have before ws, can hope to
give, I ventnre to commend to the leader
of the Ilouse and to his colleagues this sug-
gestion which T make now, not for the first,
but probably about the sixth time; and I
agsk them to seriously consider that sugges-
tion. T feel that by that suggestion we can
save not thousands but sceres of thousands
of pounids annpually, without expenditure and
without borvrowing, and with better results
to the people of the State. I have already
told the leader of the House that if there is
any expenditure in coanection with semi-
Government concerns on the main body of
the Appropriation Bill, it is my intention
to block ruch a Bill, if I ean block it, until
the Government come to their senses with re-
gurd to the expenditure of those funds. I
g'fit;nd te support the second reading of this

111,

Hon. J. . ALLEN (West) [457]: I do
not desire to comment particularly on the
Bill hefore the Chamber, but T am going to
take the opportunity which presents itself to
me of referring to the agreement which has
been entered into, I understand, with the
Westralinn Farmers, Ltd., for the handling
of the next year’s harvest. I do so for
two reasons. One is that I comsider it 2
m‘atter of urgency that this Houge should be

. osw Y ae

858

the terms of that agreement. The second is
that in the face of the large guarantees which
have heen given in conuection with the pay-
ments to farmers for the coming crop the
matter has a very material bearing on the
finances of the State. One must judge the
capacity of the Government by their actions.
if we find that in one direction the Govern-
ment are lacking in discretion, we will nat-
nrally conclude that in other directions,
which are not open to our eloso scruting,
the same disability exists. When the Wheat
Scheme was first inangurated in Western
Australia, the Minister then in charge en-
tered into certain agreements without any
Parliamentary authority whatever. But that
Minister at that time adopted the cowrse of
calling the members of the two Ilouses to-
gother in conferemce and yiviog them his
views upon the question stating what he in-
tended to do in conmjunction with the other
States; and he obtained the approval, prae-
tically, of those members before he took any
action. 8inve then other Ministers have cn-
tered into agreemeunts in connection with the
handling of the harvest, and they have come
te Parlinment for the ratification of their
actions, But in each case those Ministers
have been in a different position from that
which now obtaing; because there was oo
specific action of Parliament opposing the
taking of such a eourse. On the present oce-
caston, however, the position is utterly dif-
ferent, During the last session of Parlia-
ment & select committce was appointed to
investigate wheat marketing operations. Re-
alising that there were only about two days
before the close of the session and that,
consequently, there woulil be no opportunity
to go into the question ag it waerited,
the members of the sclect ¢ommittee made a
recoiminendation to this Clamber that the Bill
as placed before us at that time should be
passed for the one year and that the whole
of the operations of the Wheat Scheme should
be referred to 3 Roval Commission before any
further action was taken. A resolution to that-
effeet was earried wnanimously in this House,
anl econsequently the Government to-day are
in this position: neot only have they no legal
stonding to enter into an agrcement, but they
bhave no Parliamentary right to do so in view
of the specific vote of this ITouse. When the
measure [ refer to came before another Cham-
her and was passed there, as a matter of form,
& specific vote of that (hamber also was
carried that nothing further shonll be done in
conncetion with the harvest withont Darlia-
ment having a voiee in the matter. We are
told by the Governwent that a new ngresment
has been entered into with the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. for the bandling of this year’s
harvest. The terms of that agreement have
not been published. Why, I do not know.
But if the Westralian Farmers have signed an
agreement and have entered into it, Parlia-
ment should be advised of the terms of that
agreement, and I go further and say that if
this House disagrees with that agreement when
it eomes hefore us, the Westralian TFarmera
will have no claim on the finances of the
Scheme or of the State, for any expenditure
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believe they bave incurred some in pirinting.
The only claim they will have will be on the
Minjster who huay negetiated with them per
sonally. If the Westralian Farmers have en-
tered inte an agrcement without any legal
standing, they are taking a big risk, bat that
is their business. We shall no doubt, later on,
have a Bill introduced cmbodying the agree-
ment aml we shall be expeeted no doubt to do
as we have done before, pass the Bill agreeing
to these terms whether we like them or not.

Hon. IL. Stewart: [t is not too late.

Hon. J. F. ALLEN: Certain expenditure
has been incurred aml I venture to say that
it is Lefter to have an opportunity of viewing
the position now and not wait until the har-
vest has been bandled like it was last year,
aml the agreement to come to us after the
work has been dene.  Then we had no voice
in the muatior,  OF course we could huve re-
pudiated it 2wl thrown the responsibility on
the JMinister, but we «id not do so. Parlia-
ment has that power but we did net do it.
We did what has been done on many occasions,
we passqd the Bill with a protest, [ am not
going to say that 1 am opposing the apree-
ment which has been entered into, beeause 1
know nothing about it. It may be the hest
aareement that could be made, On the other
hiul it mny not, But there are eertain focts
in eonncetion with it that the Ifouse should
know, and some of them are in the evidence
whirh has heen placed before this Chamber in
conneetion with thie report of the Wheat Mar-
keting Hoyal (ommission, but ne doubt very
Tew membeors have heen able to devote the
necessary time to read that evidence, One of
the recommendationg of the Royal Commission
was that the old advisory committee should
cenge to oxist and that an executive hoard
should be appointed in its place. One of the
reagons that actrated the Commission in ar-
riving at_thiat deeision was this: the present
advisory hoard consista largely of shareholders
in the Weatrnlian Farmers Titd.—most of them
are ghareholders, and members of the Cabinet
are sharcholders in  the Westralian Tarmers
Ltd., alse. That should caunse us & eertain
amount of unrest, certainly a certain amount
of inguiry. Early in the proceedings of the
Royal (‘ommission we had occasion to protfest
againgt the Government for inviting tenders
from the Westraliaon Farmers Ltd. and other
acquirihg agents for the handling of next
year's harvest. The reazon why we objected
to that action was that it to a certain extent
prejudiced the witnesses whom we desired to
call. We did not object to the prineiple of
tendering, a1l we objected to was the action of
the Government at that moment when we were
calling witnesses to a certain extent influenc-
ing them in their attitnde towards the Com-
mission. Ome witness told us that whereas
previonsly he was coming willingly before the
Commission to give evidence, that he would
not come then unless he was subpeenaed and
tha only information that we would he able
to obtain from him was by cross-examination.
The Government in reply informed ws that
they had decided to extend the time for ten-
dering, eo that the Commission should have
+#ime ta net an intermin remnart int*a the
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hands of the Government before any defi-

nite  action  was  taken, Later on the
application for tenders was withdrawn by
the Government altogether and we were

advised in this House—the Minister in another
place made the same statement—that that
waus done at the instance of the Royal Com-
migsion. 1 deay that. The withdrawal did
not take place heeaunse the Commission ob-
Jeeted, but because a large number of the
members of the Farmers & Settlers’ Asso-
ciation  throughout the State protested
against the action of the Government in
valling for tenders and in wmany ingtances
went so far as to sny they would all boyeott
those other agents and not deal with any
other body than the Westralian  Farmers,
Lid,, and the Government in my opinion
withdrew the appliention for tenders on that
aeeount. | trust the Goversment will be
honest and say so. It is not the first ocea-
stonm on which Governments have been in-
fluenced by Dodies outside TParliament, but
I trust it will be the last time. Tt i4 a per-
nicions system which has grown up not only
throughout thia State, but throughout the
Commanwezlth, It i3 confrary to good gov-
crnment and the seoner it ends the better.
Aa T osaid the Roval  Commisdion  recom-
mended that an cxecutive body should be ap-
pointed instemd of the advisory committee
existing to-day.

Hon, M. Stewart:
committee?

Hon, J, T, ALLEX: Tt consists of DJMr,
Fiell, Jr. Cotton, Mr. Pnvnter. and the
Touorary Minister. T think there is one other.
l know the Minister takes the chair at the
mectings #% oX officio memboer of the com-
mittee,  These are the members I know—
My, IMeld, Mr. Cotton, and Mr, Taynter. 1
do not know the names of the other mem-
hers.  There usel to he two eivil servants,
but they have been withdrawn.

Hon, Sir B, . Wittenoom:
Field?

Hon, J. F. ALLEN: Mr. Field is Elder,
Shenton's representative, bot in recommend-
ing that an executive board should be ap-
pointed we were largely actunated by the
evidence of the expert employed by the Gov-
ernment to contrel the Wheat Schems. JMr
Keys, the general manager himself, in giv-
ing evidence made this statement in reply
to a question by Mr. Harrison. Mr. Harrizon
agked—

But they claim that the taking over
would be for the good of the Scheme?

Mr, Keys replied—

The other day I made up an estimate at
which T reckon the Scheme could do the
work of issning certificates for a ten-mil-
lien bushel crop. The estimate was ap-
proximately £10,000. On a similar basis to
last year’s, we would have to pay the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd., £25,000 for that
work.

That is £15,000 more than Mr. Kays estimated
the Scheme could have done it for them-
scelves, He goes on to say—

Our snlaries for officers at the present time

are ET000 2 T£ that staff were tranasforred

Who are the advisory

Who is Mr.
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to the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., and that
company paid those men £7,000 they
would probably want to charge the farmer
up with £14,000—something for their own
profit. The Pool represents every farmer
eyually, Jf one farmer puts 1,000 bags
of wheat into the Pool and the next only
100 bags of wheat, each farmer is treated
aveording to the quantity of wheat they
had in the Pool, Tf our expenses come to
£20,000 and that works out at a farthing
a bushel, that farthing a bashel on  the
larger farmer is nure than on the smaller
farmer. They say they are representing
their furmers and their profits.  They are
not distributed on that basis. Their pro-
fits are distributed nccording to the busi-
ness the man does with them. The whnle
question of thut is what actvarial ealeun-
lation they make to see what profit arises
from any particular line of business. You
may he giving your insurance to the West-
ralian Farmers, and they may so work that
it is debited to the insurance portion of
the business, They say that their profits
. are distributed after the shareholler dies.
1f the Wheat Seheme {s doing work our
charpes are debited up and the Dbalanco
distributeil nt the end of the Pool or in
dividends during the course of the Pool. No
dividend is kept until 2 man dies and then
handed to his widow.

Further on the Chairman said to Mr, Keys—

Would vou mind, on Tueslty wmorning,
bringing that schieme before the Commis-
sion?

Mr, Keys replied-—

A gimilar seale was worked up 12 months
afgo for Mr. Sibbald, I worked this up in-
slependent of thar, T had not scen the file,
and in comparing the records of the one
compiled by Mr, Child and myself on the
bagis of 10,000,000 bushels with that eom-
pilel for Mr, Sibbald, the difference is
only €140 on the two estimates.

If the Government arve prepared in the faee
of the evidence of their own expert, to give
some £13,000 out of the £25,000 expenditure
to this enmpany for the purpose of hand-
ling this year’s harvest, which they could
have done so muech more cheaply  themn-
selves, they have mot as thoronghly gone
inte the matter as they should have done.
When the negotintions for the handling of
last year’s harvest with the old agents was
going on, there was a good deal of what T
may call gerrymandering between the various
agents and the Seheme, and whea I reeqgllect
that the last offer put in by the old acquir-
ing agents was a farthing a bushel less than
the Westralinn Farmers were prepared to do
it for, it works out something like £6,000
or £7,000 on last year's harvest, and it makes
me think that there was something elsc in-
fluencing the giving of the work to the
Westralinn Farmers. It has been stated that
when the old acquiring agents put in their
final quote they knew the work had already
been given to the Westralian Farmers, Lid.
The Honorary Minister said he did not tell
them Bo, in evidence before the Commission.
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of one who was with them. I take it that
it you ask people to give quotes for variouy
works, and then decide on one of them, it
is ouly right and just that you should ad-
vise those who lave put io guotations that
the work has already been allocated.  They
hadl an interview with the Minister and they
went away thinking that it was still open
for them to put in a tender. That might be
tenied by the Minister and by the Govern-
ment hut it is in the minds of the members
of the eonforence that it waa still open for
them to tender for the work, and this i
borne ont by the departmental files, We have
this position: that we have the old manag-r,
Mr. Sibbald, aud the present mauager, Mr,
Keys, both giving an estimate for this work
which is costing £23,000 to carry out, when
in the hands of the “Westrulinn Tarmoers,
while it could be earvied aont by the stulf of
the Scheme for £10.000. That iy the opinion
of both experts, yet against that we have
the action of the Government in giving the
work to the Woestralian Parmers, Litd., for
anather veor, This requires some explann-
tion. 1f this kind of thing is done in regud
to the Whent Scheme, it makes one wonder
what is going on throughont the depart-
ments of the service, Tt makes the ¥nuse
prone to think that there is  nan
cnormons  waste somewhere, Whirh if mnot
stapped, is likely to go against halaneing our
finnanees, A3 T said before, T do not know
what the terms of the new agreement are,
hut the Boyal (fommission recommended that
the aequiring ngents shovld not only receive
wheat and truek it, hut should also store it
at the depots, T trust thiz has heen adopted
Dby the Covernment in the new agreement. The
whole of the evidence received by the Royal
Commission from outside sources has been in
favour of that proposttion, The Railway De-
partment say thot the present aystem of
handling the wheat is the cause of a great
deal of difficulty to them and the eause of
large demurrages heing charged acainst the
Scheme, They say that the nequiring agent
in the country simply Joads up the trucks as
he gets the wheat, irrespeetive of whether the
Seheme officials at the depots ean receive it as
fast ag it is loaded or not. Last year there
was a large congestion in the service, many
trucks of wheat being allowed to le at the
sidings exposed to all weathers, for the reason
that the department eould not handle it at the
depots. This resulted in a losa to the Scheme
through the damage done to the wheat by
rain and excessive moistire. When one realises
the great evil we have in our wheat stacks to-
day through the weevil, and the conditions of
moisture which are very conducive to the
spread of this pest, one can understand the
necessity of having the advice of the Railway
Department upon a question like this. T do
not intend to go further into this guestion
just now. I should regret very much to learn
that the agreement had been entered into with
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. on terms as re-
munerative to them as they were last year.
On the evidence of the officials of the Scheme,
the work ean be done for less, and if the Gov-
aernment have not taken advantace of the ad-
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they had better consider the position before
introdueing the Bill to ratify the agreement
to Parliament, The Royal Commission handed
its repert to the Government, 1 think over a
month ago. To date the Government, as far
as I know, have taken no steps whatever in
connection with the drafting of a Bill to
bring before Parlinment. The progress re-
port covers the whole of the ground which is
essential to take the facts into consideration
for the new agreement for next year’s har-
vest. Any questions the Commission now have
to consider arc outside that matter. The
whole of the evidence collected in that case
has been in the hands of the Uovernment for
a month, If there was such great urgency for
thiy agreement to be entered into, as we were
told again and agein during the last few
nuonths, surely it was up to the Governmeut
to see that legislation was intreduced to Par-
linment at the ecarliest possible moment. There
were  other recommendations upon which I
have not touched, I shall probably deal with
them when the Wheat Marketing Bill comey
hefore this Chamber. I thought it necessary
however, that this portion of the cvidence
taken hy the Royal Commission should be
brought before memhers of this Chamber for
their benefit. 1 thought, too, that secing that
tlis Rill is now before us it woulldl give mem-
bera oveasion to think before they gave the
Government the license in finance they have
been giving them in the past.

Hon, A. SANDERSON  (Metropolitan-
Suburban} [517]: The Celonial Secretary
spoke just now of gratuitous affronts to Minis-
ters. What are we to say of this Bill? Is
this a gratuitous affront or a compulsory
affront? The Colonial Secretary has to bring
this forward and introduce it as he did. Ter-
sonally I think his remarks in doing so were
admirable, for he scarcely said anything at
all. Let us put ourselves in his place. What
would we do? He knows well that we must
pass this Bill. Te knows that if he initiates
a vigorous debate he has to defend the Col-
onial Treasurer. Anything more ealeulated to
frighten even an experienced Parlimmentarian
like the leader of the House than to defend
the performances of our Colonial Treasurer T
think woulll be diffienlt to find. How could
we affront o (olonial Treasurer such as we
have to-day? Te haa affronted us. He has
insvlted owr security shareholders. His atti-
tude in London to the London people, as T
satd soma time age, is the most damaging
thing that has been done to Western Australia
since we have had responsible government. T
have been looking up his performances during
the last 12 months,

The PRESTDENT: I think the hon. member
had hetter engage himself with the Bill be-
fore the House,

IMon. A. SANDERSON: If T understand
the Bill, we are asked to pass £425,000, Tn-
less the thing is mere form, what does it mean?
Tt means that the Government of this country
are askinm ug, not as a matter of form hecanse
presumahlv we have the right to reject this
Bill, to pive them this amount to handle. T
am getting uncommonly near to the time when
T shall swpport Mr. Holmes in his projeet to
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ourselves responsible if we pasa this Bill. Are
we prepared te throw it out at the present
Juneture! 1 do not think we are. We are
entitled, however, to warn the Govermment
that if they continue with thie method of
finanees we shall take steps to protect the in-
terests of thia country. The only steps we can
take are to reject Supply Bills, as far as I
can understand the constitutional position. I
make no attack upon the leader oi the House
or his colleagues here. e is compelled to
introduce this Bill, because the financial strings
are in the hands of another plave. They are
in the hands of a man who has alienated the
asympathy and support of the financial classes
of the city of london. That is proved by his
own officer in london, the Agent General. [
simply join in the brief and mild protest
which has been made. We have had the situ-
ation placed before us in the admirable speech
delivered by the Colonial Secretary a fow
months ago. This has not been answered and
has not heen acted upon. That is the key to
the situation, and here is a comerete Bill of
practically half a million of money. The
leader of the House, although he has not the,
power or control over the finances of the
country, put his finger on the spot in that
speech. The Colonial Treasurer said, *'I make
no reference to the Federal problem. I am
coutent to say that if we adopt the surplus
revenue Bill there will be no oceasion for any
anxiety.’’ I ask hon. members to look up
that finaneial statement of the Colonial Treas-
urer. I make no attack upon the leader of the
Houge, and congratulate him upon the intro-
duction of thig Bill, We have to pass it. It
will save time if he is brief in his reply. He
can convey to lis eolleagues the protest that
has been made by several memhers of this
Chamber against the passage of the Bill
Hon, . T, BAXTER (Honorary Minister—
East) [5.24]: T have listened with a certain
amount of interest to the remarks which have
fallen from hen. memhers in reference to the
wheat wmarketing scheme and the administra-
tion of the department. Whilst from Mr. Allen s
standpoint there is a certain amount of justi-
fieation for what be hans said, neither the
Government, myself as Minister in charge, nor
the officers of the Scheme, ave in any way te
blame for what he has put forward as an
anomaly. The terms of the agreement will
ha embndied in a Bill that it is anticipated
will be laid before Parliament possibly next
week, Outside of that, if hon, members desire
to be made scquainted with the terms of the
agreement, these will be made available to
them.. With reference to the position nffecting
the department and the Royal Commission,
which is inquiring into the wheat marketing
scheme, T may say at the outset that when the
Commission made a commencement with their
inquiry T stressed the point that it wonld he
very necessary for them, if at all possible, to
advise the Government regarding several im-
portant mattera. One of these matters was
in referenrs to the acquiring of the coming
season’s wheat, and another was in reference
to the millers’ agreement. There were nalso
other minor matters. T said that we wanki
need to get to work, both on the acquiring
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ment, If we loft the arrangements for the
nequiring of the wheat much later it would
be too late, and would throw us entirely upon
the hands of the one organisation which was
in a position to carry out the work, and mno
other organisation could come inte the field,
It hag been said that the Government should
have dona the work, I do not agres with that.
Had we waited until the Royal Commission had
presented their interim report we could not
have made the necessary arrangements in time
to commence receiving the coming season’s
wheat.

Hon, J. F. Allen: Was not a decision ar-
rived at in this matter prior to the Royal
Commission’s report?

Hon. C. . BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
o, although the negotiations had gone on up
to a certain peint. Mr, Allen said that last
year the agreement was not brought before
Parliament until the wheat was being hand-
led. T agree there is room for compliaint there.
The diffienlty was to get that agreement
signed, We were worried throughout the
whole of the season, with the object of final-
ising the agreement, The Government said,
however, that for this season that agreement
nmugt be fnalised and signed before a bag of
wheat was handled by any acquiring agent.
The experience of last year, for whieh the do-
partment was not to blame, was such that we
do not want a recurrence of it.

Hon., J. Nicholson: Ilave you authority to
sign the agreement?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
The agreement will be ratified by Iarliament.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Why was not a Bill
brought down Lefore the agreement waa
signed?

Hon. ¢. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
It is advisable to have both the millers agree-
ment and the wheat acquiring agreement em-
bodied in a Rill and agreed to by Parliament.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Why do you not do
that?

Hon. C, F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
We have heen busy on it for some time. Tt is
not a Bill which ean be brought down in a
few days, but no time is being lost by the Gov-
ernment in bringing it forward. We eertainly
want to do se at the earliest possible moment.

Hon, Sir . TI. Wittenoom: Have you eom-
pleted the agreements?

Hon. C. T. BAXTER (Honorary Minister) :
Only onec ngreement has heen completed, and
that is subjeet to ratification by Parliameut.
Mr, Allen hag dealt with the matter of the
advisory hoard. The whole question is now
under eonsideration, and will require to be
looked into, With regard to the guarantee, I
would point out that the State Government
are equally responsible with the Federal Gov-
ernment, for the amount over 33. The ques-
tion the Government are called upon to con-
gider i3 how they are going to work under an
executive hoard when they, the Government,
are financially responsible. Reparding the
personnel of the advisory board and the ques-
tion of the members holding sharea in the
Westralian Farmers Litd, T would say that
the only member of the board who may have
any shares is Mr. Paynter. Mr. Cotton, I do
not think owns one, and I am sure Mr, Pield,
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the manager for Elder, Shenton, does not
own any.

Hon. Sir E. What about
yoursetf?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister) :
Mr, Sutton, who is the chairman of the board
solf nor attempt to guide the advisory board
ganisation, and has no interest in it. Mr.
Pearse, the other member of the board, is an
engineer of the Public Works Department. T
attend the meetings as regularly as I can,
because I think it is beneficial for the Minis-
ter to be there. I neither fake the chair my-
self nor attempt to guide the advisory board
in their decisions, Mr. Allen stressed the
point of the Government calling tenders. The
advisory board recommended that the Govern-
ment should call tenders. This recommenda-
tion was aceepted by the Government, and
tendars were called. Had that been an execu-
tive hoard, these tenders could not have been
withdrawn.

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoomn: Have you the
right to sit on the board or not?

Hon. (1. ¥, BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
No. Had there been an executive Dboard
those tenders could not have been withdrawn,
but they were withdrawn, not as Mr. Allen
sugpgests, becnuse of the protests from the
Farmers and Settlers’ organisations, but be-
cause the Government thought that it would
be advisable to give the Royal Commission an
opportunity of presenting an iuterim report.
Thia was not done in time and I do mot in
any way blame the Royal Commission. The
Royal Commission were faced with a task
which was too huge for any body of men to
undertake in the time at their disposal. They
were to inquire into the administration of the
Wheat Scheme dnring the past three years and
to make recommendationg, but T do not think
that in the history of Australia, let alone of
this State, that we have ever had a conunission
who have been given sueh an undertaking, All
thanks are duc to the commission for the hard
work that they have done and for the number
of recommendations which they have embodied
in their interim report, which recommenda-
tions will be favourably considered. The timo
waa cxtended on two oecasions so that the
interim report of the Royal Commission might
be received bumt even then the eommission
were not able to present us with a report.
When we remember the volmme of the eri-
dence that the commission tosk and the con-
sideration that had to be griven to such a
namber of vital points, we cannot blame them
for the delay. The trouble was that the task
was too big for them and the time at their
digposal was too limited. Regarding the sav-
ing that conld be made, the estimates which
have been prepared are those of the depart-
mental officers. Those officers have not had a
great deal of experience of working under
Government systems and I am not too sanguine
that any saving like that which has been men-
tioned can be effected. As a matter of fact, T
do know that regarding the small co-opera-
tive gocieties last year they were operating
at 2 losd and they received a subsidy accord-
ingly. I want to know, therefore, how the
Government can expeet to operate and make
a profit, Some hon. members are opposed

H, Wittenoom:
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to the Government extending trading opera-
tions, but the Government have every right
to do the work at depots because under the
guarantee they must have a cheeck and they
must see the quantity nnd the quality of
the wheat which is brought in. It necessarily
follows that the Government would require
to have a staff there to oversce and check
the quality of the wheat, The statement
was made by a railway official that delay
had bheen caused through one set of people
acquiring at sidings and another set hand-
ling at the depots, and this could he done
away with. The acquiring agents at the sid-
ing took over the handling at the depots. He
said that the consequence was that those
handling at the (epots could not unload fast
enough, 1 would say that the fact that we
have given the handling to one acquiring
agent cannot relieve the difficulty at all.
Those who are operating at the sidings are
the different co-operative societics operating
as sub-pgents and they are not interested in
what will take place at the depot. T do he-
lieve in the Government doing the work at
the depot so as to keep a check on the quality
and quantity of the wheat,

Hon, H, Stewart: You have just spoken
against the Government doing the work.

Hon. ¢. F. BAXTER (Honorary Miuis-
ter): I spoke apgainst the Government hand-
ling the whole of the concern.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Although your man-
ager says you ¢an do it cheaper.

Hon, C. F, BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
That is purely an estimate. Reference has
been made to the finalising of last year’s
agreement, I have dealt with that matter
time and again. What occurred was that
there was a combat between the two bodies
and finally the Westralian Farmers Ltd. ae-
cepted the price, that is an zggregate rate
of 2144, with competition. That being the
case T agreed to the 214d, and T think it was
21, withont competition. At the same time
I dictated lettera to the other agents telling
them that T was prepared to let thein come
in and operate in competition at 214d. Tm-
mediately on receipt of that they said they
could not operate in competition for 2%d.
but later they gave me a eut price without
competition.

Hou. J. F. Allen: Why did you mnot tell
them that at the conference you had with
them ¢

Hon. C. P. BAXTER (Honorary Min-
ister): I did not think there was any
need to tell them, They all knew of
it. When they went away and put their
heads together it was merely a political
dodge to tie the Government up. There is
no doubt abont that. I do not know that
there is anything else left for me to deal
with. T think T have covered all the points.
With regard to the Royal Commission, the
Goverment did all in their power to hold
back to the last moment in orler to receive
the recommendation of the Royal Commis-
gion, but it was not possible to wait any
longer. With regard to the recommendations
which have since been made, some have been
accepted and others are now under consider-
ation. It will be remembered that when it
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was suggested that 2 Royal Commission
should be appointed, I said I would weleome
it as I had nothing to fear. There may be
some ancomalies but there is nothing of any
importance lacking., I feel that the admin-
istration of the Wheat Scheme has heen
fairly successful.

Hon, J. EWING (South-West) [5.37]: Evi-
dently the leader of the House did not antici-
pate any discussion on this Bill, because he
did not speak in introducing it, hoping that
hon. members would aceept the position and
perhaps debate these questions which have
been raised at a later stage, We are, how-
ever, indebted to Mr. Kirwan and to other
members of the House who are taking a deap
interest in the suhjects to which reference
has been made, 1 regret that the Honorary
Minister spoke so soon. I have read the in-
terim report of the Royal Commission on the
Wheat Marketing Scheme, and my opinion of
it is that it is an able and excellent one. It
certainly does not reflect ecredit on the admin-

istration of the Wheat Scheme during
the past three or four years, One thing
struvk me particularly is that the Min-

ister has not told us why outside firms such
as Dalgety’s and others were not given an
opportunity of putting in a price this yeor
for the work of handling the wheat. This
opportunity was promised them but I under-
stand now that the work has been given to
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. without any
competition. Tf that ia the position, it is
unfair and uwnjust. [ have no reflection to
cast on the Westralian Farmers Ltd,, becanse
I believe they did their work last year ex-
ceedingly well and I am satisfied that they
are competent to undertake it again, but the
Government anngunced publicly that they in-
tended to call for tenders for handling the
wheat and for some reason not explained we
find that other firms were not allowed to
tender, and that the agreement has been
gigned with the Westralian Farmers Ltd., and
that the position is exactly similar to that
which obtained last seasion.

Hon. C, ', Baxter (Honorary Minister): [t
was too late.

Hen. J. EWING: Bat it is a month or six
weeks since I saw the announcement that

tenders were to be called. What I ecom-
plain  of s the faet that =no expla-
nation has Dbeen made as to why that

was not done. T give the Minister eredit for
hard work and zeal and for doing his best,
but | want to know why other firms were
not given the opportunity of tendering. To
my mind the position is very unsatisfactory,
Mr, Allen, a member of the Royal Commis-
sion, has toll vs that £15,000 was Jost last
year on account of handing over this work
to the Westralian Farmers Ltd. The hon.
memhber js entitled to make that statement
leeause of the investigation he anl other
members of the commission have carried ont,
and T have no doubt that the basis of that
statement is sound. Tt is quite time, therc-
fore, that the country knew why the agree-
ment was entered into apain with the West.
ralian Farmers Ltd., and why an effort was
not made to save that £15,000.
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Hon, .H. Stewart: Do yon think that Gov.
vrnment handling would save it?

Hon. J. EWING: I do not know. A state-
ment has been made in this House by Mr.
Allen who has put in many months of work
on the Royal Commission and he has arrived
at a certain conclusion which he is prepared
to stand by and it is that £15,000 has been
lost through the aetion the Government took.
It appeals to me that some explanation
should be forthcoming from the Honorary
Minister.

Hen, H. Stewart: I understood Mr. Allen
said that Mr. Keyvs made that statement.

Hon, J. EWING: Mr. Keys is a respon-
sible officer and he is in the position to kuow
whether tbat sum of money conld have been
saved or not. What I regret is that the
Minister has not cleared up the position and
I am sorry he hag not done so. [ am only
speaking in search of information.

Hon. H. Stewart: Perhaps it was the ad-
visory board.

Hon, J. EWING: The Miuister is supreme
so far as the Wheat Scheme is concerned.
With regard to the financial position of the
State generally I think the Government have
a difficult row to hoe and T agree with hon,
members that by a reduction in the numher
of members of Parliament or a reduction in
their salaries or by a reduction of the salaries
of the civil servants, we shall not solve the
problem, My opinion is that in the near
future we shall all be in a better position sc
far as matters generally are concerned. l
am one of those who believe that the capa-
bilities of this country are great and all that
we Tequire is population and the develop-
ment of the land and the industries we have
waiting to be opened up. I wag particu-
larly impressed by Mr. Kingsmiil’s state-
ment and his appeal to the Government to
instil confidence in people who wish to in-
vest capital in  Western Anstralia. Mr,
Sandorson bas been continually endeavour-
ing, without avail, to arrive at the rapital
expended on the trading concerns. We do
not know yet whether it is one million, two
millions, or five millions. A National Gov-
ernment, whoge policy it is to help private
enterprise, should get rid of those trading
concerns at the first opportunity. T do not
think the present is a fitting opportunity,
nor do T blame the Government for not hav-
ing yet got rid of the trading concerns, bnt
I certainly hold that they should be got rid
of at the earliest favourable opportunity. Tn
another place there is to-day a Bill, which
will ¢yentually come before us, providing
for the appointment of three Commissioners
of Railways. It is in that great spending
department where cconomy could be effected
to some purpose. According to the Estimates
there is to be, this year, an inercased ex-
penditure of £30,000 in the Railway Depart-
ment. Tt may be absolutely necessary for
improvements to rolling stock. or the like,
but at all events there it ix, It is not very
long since the Colonial Treasnrer, when
bringing down his Estimates, stated that a
gentleman from the Malay States was to bhe
brought here to investigate the TRailways.
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That statement, of course, proved conclit
Aively that the (Govermment were not satis:’
fied with the administration of the Railwny
Department. [ thought very seriously of
and discussed with men of greater knowledgé
and cxperience than myself, the question as’
to whether [ gheunld move for a Royal Comr-
mission to investigate the Railway Depart-’
ment from A to 4. [ was reminded that it
was a huge undertaking, and that probably 4
proposal for a commission of members of
i’arliament would not he agreed to. In my
opinion members of Parliament are yuite ay
capable as anybody clse of investigating
these matters. It was urged that it would
probably put the country o great
expense in bringing over experts to go through
the department. T have not yet definitely de-
cided not to move for the appointment of a
Royal Commission for this purpese. IfT
refrain from doing so it will he on the score
of the resultant eost, Tt is the duty of the
Government to go thoroughly into the position
and se¢ whether thousands of pounds per an-
num could not be saved.  Thera has been
wicked expenditure in the Railways Depart-
ment, and large sums of tnoney bave been gent
out of the State for commeodities which could
be procured here. This should not have been
allowed, yet it has heen done and will be done
again unless the Governmant are strong enough
to forhid it,

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittencom: Why d&o not
Ministers see to this?

Hon, J. EWING: T do not know, but it is
ny duty to give my views to the House,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We know they were
going to see to it.

Hon. J. EWING: It is time it was done,
T appeal to the Government to go thoroughly
into that huge department. I am satisfled
that the result of sueh an inquiry would con-
stitute an astounding revelation of what has
heen going on for the last 10 years. I make
this appeal in the hope that the Government
will see that in this direetion they can effeet
vagt economies. There is an increase of
£6,000 in the estimated expenditure on tram-
ways for the financial year. I think the
trams should be handed over to the muniei-
pality of Perth, The sooner they aro trans-
forred the better will it be for Western Aus-
tralia. Personally T am mnot pessimistic in
regard to the finances of the State. Every
possible encouragement should be given to
those people who <lesire to invest ecapital in
our State. If this be done we shall have pro-
sperity very shortly.

Ten. J. B, DODD (South) [550]: T mmat
sy [ am perplexed this evening, as on many
occarions, by the attitude of members upen
the question of finance and upon Supply Bills
gencrally. T have listened. attentively to the
dehate, especially to the remarks of Mr.
Kingsmill, Mr. Holmez, and Mr. Allen. What
I cammot understand is this: we have Mr.
Kingamill repeatedly getting up and urging
that the Government shall eneourage private
enterprise and abandon all the State-owned
schemes, and even bring in Bills in order to
make everything absolutely reeure for those
in favour of private enterprise. It is all
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vory well, but only a couple or three years
ago some whisky regulations were befora the
Houge. I remember Mr, Kingsmill moving to
disallow those regulations. He then made a
pertinent remark which I bave mever for-
gotten, He said that milk had killed more
people than had whisky, Only last session
Mr. Kingemill said that the Government should
take over the distribution of milk. Where are
moembers in connection with these State enter-
prises—where do we stand? Mr, Kingsmill,
knowing that milk has dome more harm than
whisky, comes along and says, ‘"Gentlemen, we
anust go in for State enferprise in regard to
milk. We must go in for a socialistic concern
in regard to milk, We must establish State
milk depots and cut out private milk enter-
prises in the metropolitan area’’—not in Kal-
goorlie, it will be noticed. What is behind the
mind of hon. members on this question? Now
we come to Mr. Holmes, who is totally against
State enterprigses in many directions. But the
hon. member wae eandid enongh to admit,
when the Labour Government were in power,
that he favoured State steamors,

Hon, J. J. Holmes: What has he said since?

Hon. J. E. DODD: I believe he still favours
them, Let me say that if the hon, member is
not in favour of State steamers he is still in
favour of State freezing works. Hon. mem-
hers do net want State cnterprises, with the
Government to administer them, but now they
say to the Government ‘‘You find ws the
money and we will manage the concerns for
you. We will appoint a trust to manage
them.’’ It scems to me we have in thc Cham-
ber three classes of socialists—positive, com-
parative, and superlative. The positive degree
of wocinlists are the old Lahour party. The
oll Tabour party led the way in regard to
socialism, But sometimes one leads the way
and gives a start and then cannot stop the
movement, That is the postion which we have
reached in this Chamber. The old Labour
party led the way in soeialistic enterprises,
but this Chamber iz now leading the olil
Labour party. I might go on to point out in
the speeches of hon. members how they favour
godialistic enterprises. It certainly socms to
he a question of environmoent with those sovial-
istic enterprises they favour, which aimest in-
variably are socialistic enterpriges in thoir
own coustitnencies.  Mr, Kingwnill, a little
while age, vanted to wipe out the National
party and have only two partics, beeause the
Liberals didl not believe in private enterprise.
Yot the leader of the Liberal party goes ten
times farther than any other man in this
State in his advoracy of sotialistic enter-
prises.  Mr, Mitehell wants to subsidise butter
and baeon factories, and goat farms, and would
have established straight away State freeging
worka at Fremantle, 3Mr, Ewing made some
interesting remarks in regard to the railway
administration. Tn regard to Mr, Ewing and
Mr. Lynn T should like to point out that for
nlmost the first time in history we found man
and master combined to foree socialism upon
the State Government in eonmection with the
Collie coal strike. Where do we stand in re-
garid to this question of rocialiam? Mr, San-
derson is probably the only individualist in the
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Chamber. Another great individualist in the
person of Mr, Sinclair McGibbon has recently
advocated that the Government should take
control of all the flour mills in the State,
As ono who believes that we can never
set right the finances of the State by
retrenchment—although I am not against
due retremchment and economy—I have
always held that thers are other avenues
by which we can bring revenue and expendi-
tare into closer touch. I wonld advoeate the
impogition of taxation on those industries
which have benofited through the horrible
war, and by the bloed that has been shed by
our fellows. Such tazation would bhelp to
pay some of the burden of the war. Where
could be found a more glaring case of what
has been won by the blood of the men fght-
ing for -us than in the pastoral industryf
Why do not the Government act upon the
suggestion of Mr. Duffell 2nd say to the
pastoralists, ‘*You are getting a largely in-
creased price for yonr wool, and so we will
put a tax on you.’’ I think therc is room
there to secure a certain amount of revenue.
Let me also say that in my opinon we can -
never do any good for the railways until we
adopt a system of land values taxation. By
doing that we shall certainly do something to
open up the eountry and bring about a more
equitable form of taxation. One word with
regard to the Wheat Marketing Scheme, Cer-
tainly I have not followed up the matter as
closely as I might have done, T am not alto-
gether seized of the position of the Govern-
ment relatively to the Westralian Parmers
Ltd. But I have some intimate knowledge of
certain of the competing firms, and a parti-
cularly intimate knowledge of one of those
firms, Let me say here that rather than T
would gece the handling of the wheat harvest
handed over to that one firm, I would go a
lonpg way to assist the Government in what
they are trying to do. It is only a little
while ago that the principal of ome of the
largest of these firmy died worth 21% millions,
How did ho aecumulate that amount of
money? Who paid that 214 millions? Was
that money acenmulated owing to the business
aeumen of that gentleman?  Nothing of the
kind. It was accumulated becavse of the
power which he exerciged over the farmers
and over others in Australia, [ know per-
feetly well that the representatives of some
of those firms to-day are working hard to
force the Government to give the contrel of
the wheat harvest to them. Not onlv did the
particular firm T have rveferred to reap a
benefit from the farmers of Austrafia, but
they also reaped a benefit from the blaod of
the men working for them. I know some-
thing of the matter. I koow that the men
lumping 240lb. hags of wheat were cut down
from 1d, per bapg to 6d. for ten baga. And all
the time these huge profits were accumulating
in the coflers of the firm. T cannot forget those
things. Although T appreciate the patience
and the cnergy with which Mr, Allen has
gone into the question of the Scheme, and al-
thongh I appreciate fulty the very clear
apeech he made here to-day, T feel it my
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duty to advance that other aspect of the
matter—not out of opposition to what Mr.
Allen said, but simply to show that there
may be something behind. I hope the Gov-
ernment will be able to see their way clear
to act upon the suggestion made by variouns
members, ineluding myself, as regards the
wool elip; and I do trust they will look into
the question of land values taxation, espeei-
ally in connection with the railways. Like
other members, 1 believe there is appalling
waste going on in the Railway Department;
but I decline to believe that the suggestion
of a Royal Commission to inquire into the
Railway Department, wiieh suggestion was
made by Mr. Bwing, cin do more than a cor-
tain amount of good,

Hon, R. J. LYKN (West) [6.3]: I do not
propose to say anything on this Supply Bill
itself, realising that it is simply one of thosa
meagurca preceding the Annual Estimates,
which will open up the flood gates of oratory.
But having heard Mr. Allen on the wheat
question, and also the remarks of other mem-
bers in that connection, I propose to say a
few words on that subject, leaving all ques-
tions of financre until the opportunity presents
itself on the Appropriation Bill. The one
matter which coneerns me more than any other,
is that many members of this House and the
great bulk of the people are unable to under-
stand clearly why members of Parliament take
so little interest in the duties of their position.
My reply iz merely that the whole thing is,
I may say, ludicrous. We meet here day in,
day out, to diseuss measnres in the framing of
which we have bad absolutely no say, and to
fight Bills after commitments have been made.
The absurdity of the proceeding must appeal
to every hon. member. Last session, when the
wheat aequiring question was first discussed, T
raised the poeint that the largest trading con-
cern in this State was being handed over to a
firm, the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., who at
that time had no eapacity to handle the busi-
ness—no eapacity in the sense that they had
no experience.

Hon. V. Hamersley:
years’ experience.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: Two years’ experience
in handling a very small part of the harvdat.
I stand to it that their experienca at that
time was so limited that they had no right to
receive the whole of the aequiring of wheat in
Western Australia. On the very day that this
House passed the measure giving the Westra-
lian Farmers the husinegs, this Chamber also
had befora it a Bill to eontinue the Postpone-
ment of Debts Act. By the latter Bill we
absolved these very people from paying their
liabilities to their ecreditors. Moreover, the
Government were handing out to these people,
through the Industries Agsistance Board,
money to compete against the very firms who
were debarred, by the postponement of debis
legistation, from claiming payment of debts.
In my opinion that was wrong then, and it is
wrong to-day. But I am not raising that ques-
tion nmow. 1 do not wish to say to-day that
the Westralian Farmers are not the best
people to handle the wheat husiness. To some
extent I am in aceord with Mr. Dedd, but un-
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fortunately. his reference to the little State
socialism that I waa interested in, and which
has not proved the complete success which
was expected, is one with which I am not in
accerd. YMrom experience in the domsin of
socialism and ecollectivism I know that the
boomerang comes back, and that one gets hit
harder than one would have been hit had one
left socialism alone, However, we all pay for
our expericnce; and, in any case, we are all
pleased to-day to see our friend Mr. Dodd in
guch good form.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. R. J. LYNN: We could have listened
to him with pleasure for hours, and I hope
that the renewal of enthusiasm and energy
to-day displayed by him will be repeated in
the near future for the benefit of this House.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon, R. J. LYNN: But the point [ wish
to stress—I think the leader of the Iicuse nnd
members generally will agree with me—is that
we are wasting time in discussing the matter
of wheoat acquiring in this State. A Royal
Commission is sitting on that question, ex-
perding a reasonable amount of money and in-
curring a considerable amount of printing.
Ag Mr. Kingsmill has said, probably the re-
port of that Royal Commission will be used
as second eloes paper when the Royal Com-
migsion has finished its laboure. Little or no
notice is likely to be taken of the Royal Com-
mission’s repert.  That would be quite in
keeping with the resnlts from the labours of
other Royal Commissions which have sat dur-
ing the time I have been o member of this
House. The agreement for the acquiring of
the wheat will, I understand, he completed this
week, if it has not been completed to-day.
On very good amthority T have heard that the
agrecment has been gigned. Well, assume that
it has been signed and sealed, T take it that
the agreement is binding on the Government.
And yet we shall have introduced in a few
months from now a Bill to ratify that agree-
ment. Nothing we do will be of any avail at
all. Tf we refuse to ratify the agreement,
we ghall be merely putting up a pious protest.
However, the ratifying BRill will be passed, and
the expenditure under it will have been in-
curred, and Ministers will smile and sail on and
say, ‘*Well, of ‘course that is throngh.’’ What
nge is it for this House to spend time and
money on diseussing the apgreement? What
is the use of the Roval Commission’s labonrs
when the wheat aequiring agreement has been
completed and when the Westralinn Farmers
are to do the wark once mare? Why does the
Honse permit that sort of thing to he done?
T eould quote ‘‘Hansarl’'’ to show that the
leader of the House, when he first oceupied a
seat in this Chamber, never refrained from
voicing protesta apainst sovernment by regu-
Intion. government by Cabinet. povernment hy
outside influence where Parliament is not con-
sulted, Vet we find the hon. gentleman follow-
int the very same course of action. T the
Colonial Secretary were to-niaht ta oreupy the
seat of the then Colonial Serretory, Mr. Drew,
and deliver a criticiem on thia wheat acauiring
agreement, we would all sav, “That is Mr.
Colebateh on the Labour Government.!’ But
I suppose the Colonial Secretarvy has to fall
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into line with other Ministers. Let us face the
position as we know it to be. We know that
outside influences and certain seetions to-
day control the party in power, just
as much ag ever in days gone by Govern-
ments were eontrolled similarly. Mr. Holmes
has spoken on the finances, and in my
opinion he has offered the only solu-
tion it is possible for this House to
adopt. XNo more pious protests, noe more
complimenting the leader of the Tlouse on his
silver tongue, or his administrative capacity.
No more dissertations on the wonderful genius
of any member of the Cabinet, or on the
tfuults of any Honorary Minister. Instead,
let us do this—when the Estimates come be-
fore this (‘hamber, let us delcte a vote, and
stand to our action, and fight the pesition on
it. Tf we show that we have the necessary
harkbone, we shall at last aceomplish some-
thing towards bringing about a pesition of
afairs which will he conducive to the stability
of the ilouse. However, a Sapply Bill comes
up for the first two months of the financial
wsear, and we are told the Estimates will he
submitted in the very near future. Then a
secorid Supply Bill comes up, and still the
money is being expended, and the Estimates
are not avapilable in reasonable time to allow
of any effective discussion or action hy this
IMouse. Then woe have all these commitments
made by a Government governing by regnla-
tion. The Touse has absolutely no say as re-
gards any of those commitments, We merely
go on with onr pions resolutions, T aubmit we
should o either one thing or the other,

Sitting suspended from 6.17 to 7.0 p.n.

Tton. R. J. LYNN: Defore tea T was ad-
dressing a2 few remarks occasioned by what
bnd heen said by My, Allen. What T have to
say about the Fstimates in general I shall
postpone until we have the complete Kati-
mates before the House. T do think this Heunse
should intimate to the leader and to the Gov-
ernment the aetion which we propose to take
in the future respecting any measores that
may commit the State to heavy expenditure,
and if in the face of that we still have mea-
sures brought down in order to ratify agree-
ments entered into, then Ministers responsible
for the introdnction of those measures will be
able to advise their colleagucs who may he
responsible for the agreement entered into the
action which this House proposes to take in
the futare. Jf in the faee of that agreements
are entered into and Bills introduced here and
they are rejected, the responsibility will not
he east on the individual members of the
House. I do not kwow of any measure ever
having been submited to this House commit-
ting the country to expenditure in time to re-
ceive the sanction of this House before the ex-
penditure was ineurred or the agreement en-
tered into. We have at times had wmeasures
submitted and rejected, refusing to allow
Governments to increase or impose taxation,
But when it comes to a question of expendi-
ture, then in every instance as far as T can re-
member, the expenditure has been inearred
and the agreements entered into and sent fo
the WHouse for ratification after the responsi-
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bility has been incurred. If that policy is pur-
sued in the future and a motion is moved by
a member to reject a measure, that member
can rely on my vote in order to defeat that
particular measure. When the Estimates are
before the House there are quite a number
of items the administration of whieh are gov-
erned by the leader of the House, and I think
it will be shown in those Kstimates where
very good or reascenable econciny can be ef-
feeted. But I hope the discvssion this after-
noon will have done some good from the peint
of view of asking for the ratification of mea-
sures incurring expenditure before the money
has been spent.

Hon. H, MILLINGTON (Nortlhi-East)
[7.35]: The presentation of money Bills acts
uy an inspiration to members of this ('ham-
ber and is used as a vehicle for conveyin
opinions on all imaginable subjects It ia dif-
ficult tn digsociate finanee from any roncerna
of the State. Some of the criticisms show a
delightful candour on the part of members,
This must be most helptul te the Govern-
ment.  As to the wheat handling ngreement,
[ do mot propose to diseuss that now. We
shall have an opportunity of discussing it
when the matter has heen fixed up. XNo
donbt the Government will take the opper-
tunity of having the matter settled before
they ask us to agree, This is part of the
policy of the Government, and I regret to
say, since candour is the fushion, that this
has not been so with Governments for some
time past. It is a complaint of many mem-
bhers that the Cabinet appenr to think they
have not only the control but the sole con-
trol of the affaira of the State. I am pleased
to know other members have protested in the
manner in which they have donme. It is not
(‘abinet but Parliament who should have eon-
tro! of the affairs of the State, The diffienity
is if we have g say or not we have to take
the responsibility, The present Government
are not unlike other Governments. They have
a way of getting out of the responsibility
even in eonnection with finance. They an-
nwounce that the defieit for the month or the
vear is sueh and such, eircumstances over
which they have no possible eontrol, and they
sav *“We have to tell the country it is some-
thing completely outsile our control.’’ Sinece
the Government take so much upon them-
selves | want to know when they are poing
to make up the drift which is taking place.
Tn the past there has been a finmnecial de-
bauch. I think I have heard that word in this
Chamber before.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Years ago.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: One of the old
financial drunks which we have had., Buot
the very worst kind of drunk I know of is
that by the man who refuses to pay for his
drunk, and if we have financial drunks it is
time we were prepared to foot the bill and
not allow the youngster to pay it if ever he
gets old enough to pay for it. Private en-
terprise veraus State enterprise has heen dis-
eussed, and as far as T am eoncerned T recog-
nise that private enterprise should be en-
couraged. But T have yet to learn that it
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should be encouraged at the expeuse of the
State.  Statements have been made by Mr.
Allen and others that responsible persons
have made caleulations in eonneetion with
the wheat bhandling scheme, and the faet re.
mains that the Government have seen fit to
give a bonuy to private enterprise. I do not
think members supgest that private enter-
prise ia so important that the State instead of
doing the job themselves should have to cn-
vourage it to the extent of £15,000 or £20,000.
That is not my idea of the way in which the
State should assist private enterprise. Mr.
Ewing referred to the advanee in railway
receipts, I Dbelieve he said that for the
month it was L48,000. Here js an instance
where the Qovernment was assisting private
enterprise. As a matter of faet they have
taken £38,000 or £40,000 during the month
out of the State coffers for the purpose ot
assisting somebody. Tt is not very clearly
shown, but the faet remains that somebody
somchow got the benefit of £48,000 in dealing
with the Railway Department. They have
gut their poods carried at that mueh less
during the month.  This is becoming quite
a uswl thimz, and that & my complaint
apainst the Government. This measare is for
a som oi £325000.  The Treasurer requires
that becavse presemably someone hns sent in
accounts to the Treasury or he anticipates
they will send them in for that amount. My
complaint against the Government is that
they have done certain services for the peo-
ple of the State, but have not sent in their
aceount.  The Govermment are continvally
earrying out all these services and I want
them now to beecome serious and send in their
account. I am tired of the remarks about
the drift, and nbout pettifogging economies.
Everyone realises that it is impossible to
square the ledger or stop the drift by petti-
fogging economies, They cannot face the
position. 1t the Government do cut down
certain (xneused they see that the matter is
dulv s bvertised, but they know that they arve
not getting the country out of the position ia
which we are. AVith Mr. Dodd 1 say the
Uovernment have to fave the position, and
ask the people to finanee the affairs of the
State. The means to be adopted shounld rest
with the Government. If the Goverament
want sugpestions we ean give them those
suggestions. But the Btate eannet go on as
it is deing. 1 realise with Mr. Holmes that
we canuot go on as at present, but I do not
take his view that it is possible to get over
the difficulty by economy and cutting down
the services of the State. T do not for a meo-
ment agree with that. I think there are two
or three at least in this Chamber whom we
shall have to talk to very geriously, Mr.
Holmes was seriously talking about atarting
a mew party. It appears there is a new
pacty, the repodiation party. Mr. Sanderson
already appears te incline or to co-operate
with it, and T am afraid from the remarks
of Mr. Lynn he is prepared to join this re-
volutionary repudiation party. This is a dan-
gerous sentiment amongst the solid financiers
of the State. Instead of proposing repudiation
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we should ask the people to pay their debts.
Otherwise, it will not be a mutter of
tolking  repudiation, but it will  come
to  that  inevitably. Again,  someone
has bern vomplaining that therg
is too wuel wire-pulling, too much influence
trom outside bodies. They do not susgest
that they know anything about it. 1 think
this kind of thing has been in evilence he-
i'm:e the dreadful Labour party came into
existenee.  In oa work of any  magnitule
there is outside influenee brought to Lear on
the Government, 1 remember in councetion
with all railway lines and hig works, influ-
entinl hwdies of citizens interosted in tho
work vome along aml being 2N the pressure
they can to bear on the Government. There
is nothing new about it. The hon. member
who mentioned this comes from a Qistriet
where there is o good deal of pressure heing
brought to hear by the cit'zens of the State
on the Govermnent, where the work is of
particular interest to that @istriet. ‘The
provinee which the hon. member represents
has been particularly spoon-fed by the CGov-
evmmnent. just as at the present time the (iov-
ernment ure spoon-feeding the produeers of
the country. Tnstead of complaints on the
part of people who find it difheult to get
Justice, and their putting pressure upon the
Government, they should  remember  their
awful past, and that when money was plenti-
) they bronght pressure to hear upon the
Government of the day. Now that the poor
fellow in the country, the man who is not
vonsidered as a particnlarly smart man, but
Who has done a tremendons lot of  work,
finds he is not getting valea for his produce
andd 3 anxions that the Govirnment shonli]
grant Lhim o littte sesistance, these people
are complaining ahout it. T think this late
repentance is rather uncalled for. The rea-
son why thede outside hndies have brongh*
pressure to bear upon the Government at
this late hour is beeause they did not walke
np as earlv as the smart man who under.
stands business methods and got in early.
Their main diffieulty ig that the smart man
in the metropolitan aren las milked the poor
old Ntute cow dey. Heonee the indignation
against the farmers and other ontside hodies
who are endeavouring to put pressure on the
Govermment at the present time. There hiax
heen nothing hut pressure put wpon the Cov-
crmment ever sinee Western Australin was a
Htate. The indignation that has heen eox-
vresserdl anpears fo he merely in the form of
windlow dressing, and 1 take no  notive of
it. As to the wav of getting this Rtate out
of its present financial position, we know
the people on whom we depend to do it, Tt
is not the mnatrt business men in the town,
but the toiler in the eountry who is keeping
the town going. Tf these people are nor rto
be encouraged, what position will this State
get intn?  Someone has abjected to the
freozing works at Fremantle, and suggeata
that these works should be left to private
enterprise.  Presumably, this most obnoxious
form of assisting State enterprises, namely,
that of allowing a certain company or in-
divilual to start a given work or industry
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and then ask the Goverument to subsidise it,
is preferred. It appears to me that if State
enterprises are an evil then this other form
of enterprise is 10 times worse.

Hon. W, Kingsmill: Unassisted private en-
terprise.

Hon. II. MILLINGTON: I wish there was
more unassisted private enterprise. Appar-
eutly private enterprise to-day is composed
of penple who wail on the doorstep of the
Government asking for assistance and com-
Plaining that the State is competing agninst
them, Durieg the last few weeks 1 have
vigited many of the country districts. There
is undoubteidly a desire that the Government
should make arrangements to assist the pro-
duvcers to market their produce.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Was that the ohject of
tho wvisit!

Hon, H. MILLINGTON: I made inguiry
and found mea in thosc districts guite pre-
pared to give me the information it neces-
gary. I am sure that any other bon. mem-
her who goes down there will he placed in
the same position. Their position is that
they are not pre])ared to go on producing and
branchmg out into other industries unless
they have reasonable prospects of getting a
market, Take the counsel to the farmer, to
go in for mixed farming, He is told that
there is no possibility of making good out ot
whenat growing alone, and that he will have
to go in for sheep raising, Farmers are
doing it now in some distriets, but they say
they are doubtful about getting a market.
They have a market for their wool, it is true,
but their trouble is that they do not think
they will get a market for their surplug mut-
ton, and they say the only possibility of get-
ting ome is through the ngency of freezing
works. If they saw a reasonable prespect
of such works being started they would he
enenuraged to go on, but until there iz a
prospect in thig direction, they do not con-
sider they are justified in branching out.

Hon, J. Mills: What about the distriets
further north?
Hon, H. MILLINGTON: What applies to

one part of the State applies equally to an-
other. We do not need to prata about produec-
ing, but what we do need is to encouraga the
farmera to produce, Without these facilities
where is the producer’s opportunity of getting
a market? If it is the intention of the State
to foster industries, let it, when it is shown
how it can do so, as in the way suggested,
agmist to that depree. Instead of deerying the
idea of the State entering into industries of
this kind with the object of assisting the
primary producer it is about time we seriously
eonsidered the proposition, I am not a Coun-
try party member, but at the same time I
have the interests of the producer at heart.
I have told some of the enlightened farmera of
the State that the interests of the primary
producer and the farming industry, and especi-
ally the produeers and workers who happen to
be wape earners, are identical, and that the
same crowd which ig riding on their backs is
riding on ours. The only difference between
the Labour party and the farmers 15 that the

COUNCIL, |

The farmer is just about to tumble to it also,
and to find out where the troubls lies.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Labour party bas
tumbled in this State.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: They admire the
way the other erowd have got on, and their
business eapacity, especially when they come
into contact with them. I myself have the
greatest respect for them, but I say they are
too cxpensive p luxury to keep in these times,
and we cannot afford to do it. With all due
respect to the fine business braing of the
State, | will say that they do not trouble to
builid up the industries of the State, and that
the time has come when we have to do without
them. Just as some hon. members suggest
that we should ecut down our expenses in con-
nection with administration so does the pro-
ducer say that it is time to cut down his ez-
penditure.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: Wipe out all businesses,

Hon, H, MILLINGTON: Wipe out those
who are riding on the backs of the producer,
Let the producer do what he can for himself,
ingtead of doing it for others at exorbitant
rates. When the farmer has a product to sell
he las uothing to do with fixing the price of
it, That is not taken into consideration at all.
But when it comes to a case of requiring some-
thing he is not consulted. He is told that
there is the price, and he can take it or leave
it. That is just about the position of the wage
earner, who after producing and working hard
all the year round finds that he is lett omly
about enough to live on. He is allowed wages
by the clever market manipulators of this and
other countries, but he now realises that the
time has come when he must do this work for
himself. When they say now, ‘' We ask the
State to come to our assistance and start cer-
tain State enterprises, but not with the object
of profit making,’’ there is an outery. All
the trading concerns that we started were in
the nature of ecommercial policemen, and they
had a very salutary effect. The farmers of
the State have taught some of the big agencies
a lezson, They have shown thein that although
they have had the expericnce of many years
behind them they (the farmera) can do things
cheaper after a couple of years than thosze
other men can do. They find out that they
ean market the wheat for themselves, and
handle it more cheaply than those men with all
their experience. Just as the wage earner has
been bluffed so has the farmer heen bluffed.
I do not agree, however, with the manner in
whieh the Glovernment have handled thir wheat
marketing affair. T do not either put up any
case for the oompames, which in times paqt
have run this business in Austrnlin. At one
time the farmers were under the impression
that the big wheat buyers of the country wera
carrying them. The farmers were tanght that,
and actnally holieved it, hut they are en-
lightened on the question to-day, When the
erisis came we found that it was not the hig
wheat buyer whe stond behind the farmers
when in need of axsistance and who carried
them over, but that it was the farmer himseld
who had to do his own guaranteeingz, and with
the assistamee of the Commonwenlth actually
he provided his own guarantee. That +as
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war, and I hope the farmer will profit by the
lesson, The question haa been raised here in
conneetion with State trading concernas versus
private enterprises. It is umsafe to assume
now that the position the State is in to-day
is owing to the calamity of State enterprises.
That is contrary to faet, Last month I had
the pleasure of reading that we had s surplus
of £7,000. There may he some circumstances
which will be bronght to light in a few days
to put a different complexion on affairs, I am
sure that the deficit will come along again in
a day or two, as usual. I noticed, however, that
State trading concerns were responsible for a
profit of a little over £40,000, which means
that had it not been for the State trading
eoncerns, which are of such concern to some
hon, members, instead of a surplus of £7,000
there would have been a deficit of some
£32,000.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Were it not for the
profits of the State steamer ‘‘ Kangaroo’’ what
would have happened to the State enterprises?

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: I think the State
steamer ‘‘Kangaroo’’ is too respectable a
vessel to be called a State steamer. She
should be put under a separate heading. The
hock-kecpers have not arranged this matter
vet. TIndoubtedly the ‘‘Kangaroo’’ is in the
road of the critics of State enterprises. I
recognise that will have to be remedied in
the future, and that she will have to be placed
on g different plane altogether, such as rail-
ways and other econcerns of the kind. I give
hon. members a hint that they will have to get
on to something new. I do not know what new

bogey can bhe raised, but the faet re-
mains  that the State trading concerns
will have to be given a rest becaunse

they arn hehaving themselves remarkably well
of late, With regard to the railwav system,
I quite aorer that that is a question into
which inquirics must he made on account of
jts beinn of sveh a hig spending service. At
the same time if an inquiry were instituted,
and anv attempt made to pat this serviee on
a finaneial forndation. there wonld bhe ipnum-
erahle ¢omplaints thronghmt the Stote. T do
not know of anything which wonld he more
likely ta cavee a revolution in Western Auns-
tralia than that of putting the railwav avs-
tem on a payving basis, T do not think any-
one surgests that this would he possible jnst
now. T think from the provinee represented
hy Mr. Fwing there would prohably be train
loads of depntations eoming up to Perth if
any attemnt of the kind was made. The same
thing wonld apnlv to other distriets. There
are not many people who are prepared to pnt
forward the adviee that suveh a step should
bhe taken. Tn regard to the measure itself and
the gnestion of repudiation, T say that unless
we are prepared to face the pesition and send
ont sccounts for the services we have rendered,
on the most approved lines. we will he in the
nosition. not as suggested by Mr. Holmes of
starting on artificinl method of repudintion,
that we will not be able to pay onr debts.
That will be the inevitable ontcome. We all
bave to support thia Bill, Tt ig merely a
formal measure jnst as the ratification of am
agreement made by the present Cabinet is
formal. T support the Rill.
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Hon, H. STEWART (South-East) [8.0]: I
would like to appeal to hon. members to cou-
sider on broad general lines what is likely to
bring about an improvement in the condition
of the State. If we are ¢andid we must admit
that while the war lasts it is impossible to
retrieve the position. But when the war has
tarminated it is not the people in the metro-
politan area who will retrieve the position, it
will be the people engaged in the primary in-
dustries, the pastoral, mining, timber, and ag-
ricaltural industries. And as my celleague in
this Chamber has just instaneed, that whoere
the people in the ¢ities have milked the State
cow pretty well dry, they now come along
and protest against those who have sufferod
endeavouring to protect themselves to earn
the right to live and earn a competence, and
not exist, in the way they have done in many
cases, as serfs and under dificult conditions.
No one knows hetter than Mr, Kingsmill of
the conditions under which many of the agri-
culturists are obliged fo live, and have
lived for some time, conditions which wounld
not be permitted by any right-minded people
who, if they realised them, would help in
ameliorating them. Is it a proper state of
affairs that people should be away outback
working as hard as any person could be ex-
peeted to work, and perhaps quartered and
rearing families in hessian buildings distant
from the comforts of civilisation, and then bhe
refused the right, as self-reliant people, to
eombine to protect themselves and fo improve
the conditions under which they live? Hon.
members will surely concede that those peopla
are well justified in combining to proteet
themselves so as te get a better price for
their preduce and thus get the wherewithal
to eonduct their businesses under the best con-
ditions,

Hon, R. J. Lyonn: No one objects to that.

Ton. M. RTEWART: DBut yon put every
obstacle in the way. Laust session heard Mr.
Kingsmill holding up to ridienle the
position in Northam if farmers sne-
cessfully combined in co-operative trading.

Hon. W, Kingamill: Not to ridicule,

Hon. H., STEWART: The hon. member
dealt apprehensively with the position in which
Northam woukl find itself owing to the en-
trance of the apriculturists inte the fiell of
co-operative trading. What has bren the posi-
tion in Denmork, in Treland, and in Brittany?
By co-operative trading the agricaltural in-
dustry in those plaees has been raised to o
state of prosperity, and in many instanves it
has saved not only the people bnt the State
itself. The hen. member may well snffer from
ennui in hearing these remarks, hut I think he
will realise they are correet and that the com-
hination among agriewiturists which is taking
place is essential and i3 in the interests of the
State. What is the position in regard to a
young country like this, and of the Common-
wealth?  Here in Western Australia 49 per
cent. of our population are wage-earners. OF
that number 29 per cent. are engaged in the
primary and manufacturing industries, that is
29 per cent. are contributing the wealth which
is distributed throughout the communmity. Of
that 29 per cent. 19 per cent. are engaged in
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the primary industries and 10 per cemt. are
engaged in the manufacturing industries. We
want to see that percentage largely 'mgrease@,
particularly when, under normal conditions, it
couid incontestably be ghown that each person
engaged in the primary industries contributes
214 times as much to the national wealth as
the person engaged in a secondary industry.
Many people say that the mining industry is
of over-shadewing importance in the Common-
wealth. Before the war mining contributed
mly 25 millions to the wealth of the country.
{t does not satter fromn lack of advertisement.
The pity is that in this State the number of
employces which, prior to the war, was 18,000,
has now dwindled to 10,000, and it is unfor-
tunate too, that the people in the SBtate do
not show a keener interest in the development
of that industry. The pastoral industry and
the dairying industry of the Commonwealth in
combination contributed 78 millions towards
the upkeep of the Commonwealth, and agri-
culture centributed 45 millions. Now let us
see what the secondary industries have eon-
tributed with, roughly spesking, a similar
number of people engaged in them. Blightly
over half a million were engaged in the sec-
ondary industries while 586,000 people were
engaged in the primary industries. Those
engaged in the secondary industries contri-
buted 65 millions as against 155 millions con-
tributed by those eugaged in the primary in-
dustries. Yet what encouragement do we, who
atand here to represent the primary industries,
receive? I remember the time when Mr. San-
derson, looking across the floor of the House
to where certain country members were sitting,
though perhaps he hardly realised where he
was looking, referred to them as bucolic mem.
bers. I think he should have looked at the
representatives of the great North-West, the
home of the pastoral industry, when he made
use of that espression. The dietionary tells
us that the word bucolic is essentially confined
to representatives of pastoral and grazing pur
suits. However, we can let that pags. I have
no doubt my bucolic culleagues in this Housa
will not be affronted. I represent the small
man who combines a certain amount of graz.
ing with his wheat growing. With reference
to the desire of those peopls who rely on them-
gelves in order to improve their position, it
gives me considerable pleasure to be able to
stand here and point to two institutionw whieh
have sprung into existence during the past 12
months in the South-Fast Province without
the assistance of the Government, One is at
Mount Barker where the fruitgrowers inaugu-
rated a cold storage system at a coat of
£12,0400, and in connection with whieh the
loweat Government cstimate. which had pre-
vionsly been obtained, was £16,000. The es-
tablishment of these works has helped con-
siderably to improve the position of the fruit-
growers in that part of the State. Then at
Growangerup recently, withont one penny of
assistanee from the Government, the people
there erected a co-operative butter factory
and they too are working in the gdirection of
improving their own conditions and ineident-
ally the position of the State. The grasziers
from Pingelly south have met together and
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submitted a proposition to the Government
that they ghall help to make available to them
the cool storage works at Albany if they could
be utilized to advantage at a valuation to en-
able them to eastabligh freezing works to deal
with the surplus stocks of those distriets.
What the answer of the Government will be
1 am not able to atate, but I earnesily hope
that we shall see down there the first freezing
and canning works established in the BState,
and I feel proud if these works can be
set going without Government help. 1 believe
similar steps are being taken now in the North
and I have no doubt stremuous efforts will be
made to establish sneh works at Fremantle as
well. Some years ago when the Denmark es-
tate was being worked, the timber was ex-
ported from the port of Albany. Between
1897 and 1902 there were three mills working
two shifts and about 800 men were employed
there. Two trains a day were being run to
the port, where as now only two trains & week
are running, [ understand that passing over
& comparatively short mileage there are further
forests to the west, and it seems to me quite a
feasible propoesition that the Goverument
should arrange matters in such & way that a
line might be lail by private enterprise with
certain safeguards to tap those forests and
work them under proper conditions under the
Forestry Department so as to enable the rail-
way line to vevert to the State. The people
who are engaged in the timber industry could
make a profit and the land ¢ould he made
available for settlement aa the clearing
takes place. Tt is measures like this
that will help to improve the position of
the State; it iz not by standing stilt
and marking time and by endeavouring
to interfere with the producers when they
combine to endeavour to improve their posi-
tion that inereasel prosperity will be obtmned.
Mr. Dodd made refercnce to a tax on unim-
proved land values. T am not prepared to
support such a tax, because the agriculturist
at present cannot bear any further taxation.
Eunt, seeing that the railways and water sup-
plies and other scrvices are national under-
takings from which the Government receive
an indireet benefit in the primary irdus-
tries they foster, the proposed tax is a
feagible proposition if we can safeguard the
position in such a way that freights would be
reduced out of the revenue derived from the
tax. In those conditions I think the measure
would receive strong support. But in the past
large sums of moncy received by the State
have all gone into Consolidated Revenue, We
had an instance the other day givem hy Mr.
Nicholson in comnection with the Bunbury
harbour schemme. In a time of prosperity
money flows into the Treasury and is, I will
not say squanidered, but is spent unwisely.
Consider the position of the agriculturist, a
married man with a family, going out to
pioneer & farm. The maximnom ameunt al-
lowed him by the Agrienltural Bark for the
ercetion of his house is £30, whereas a (ity
worker can secure an advance of from £500
to £600 for his home. Which is the more de-
sirable citizen to encourage? TIs it not the
man engaged in the primary industry and is
it a fair proposition to ask a married man to
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go out into the back blocks and rear his fam-
ily in w houes ocosting £309 o
Hon. J. Nisholson: Havs they not stopped
advancing against workers’ homas$ -
Hon. H. STEWART: Even if they have,
it has been the priuciple in the past and
therefore I am justified in drawing attention
to if.. Those who declare thas the agrieyl-
tuzigt bas been spoon-fed must be entirely ig-
norant of the e¢onditions under which he has
to struggle. In conversation with the Minis-
ter for Industries the other day, 1 was very
pleagsed to hear that, given anything like 2
normal harvest, be hopes that the position
of the Industries Assistance Board will be en-
tirely clearsd np at the end of this season.
Possibly the Minister is over sanguine, but I
hope his prediction will be fuliilled. Even if
assistance bas bheen given to certain unde-
serving cases, I think members will admit that
the outlay on the Indostries Assistance Board
has been fnily justified in that it has main-
tained large numbers of agricnlturists on
their hojdings and enabled them to eontinue
production. In regard to the Wheat Scheme,
the position was made perfectly clear last
seesion that the mereantile shipping agents
had cut themselves out from last year’s busi-
ness. Mr. Lynn referred slightingly to the
Westralian Farmers Ltd, and their kaowledge
of the buginess. .
Hon. R. J. Liyna: To their inexperience.
Hon, H. STEWART: Let me remind the
hon. member that in their second year they
got more wheat than any other of the mer-
cantile firms with whom they were in open
competition, Tf hon. members will look at the
reporta of the Royal Commission which sat
in Adelaide, it will be seen that the Scheme
in South Australiz had two outside auditors
taking a continvens ruming audit, and it was
shown that the administration of the Scheme
in that State was disgraceful and that tens of
thousands of pounds had been squandered. In
each of the other States T found that the re
spective Governments have realised the justi-
fieation for the representation of the wheat
growers on the State wheat board, and have
at last conceded the demand. There iz now
on each board a wheat growers’ representa-
tion of two members and in most of the States
those boards are being given executive powers,
Owing ‘to the growth of the co-operative
movement in this State our handling costs are
lower than those in any of the other States.
Let me here read from a letter published in
tho ‘“West Australian’’ of the 26th instant—
With reference to the rates paid for the
different serviees last season, as you are
doubtless aware, these were very much loss
than those paid in former veara. Tor
example, in the 1916-17 season, when all

agents were operating, the merchants,
through their chairman, Mr. Keys, econ-
tended that their rates  were  bedroek.

That year a penny per bushel was pnid
for wheat trucked dirert. Tn the 1917-18
sepson the rate for the snme service was
ona halfpenny, a 50 per cent. reduetion.
No one has been bold enough to sugpest
that this and other similar reduvekions in
handling costs, would have been ecffected
had it not been for the presence of the
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farmers’ co-operative company in the

" field, which resulted in a rate-cutting cawp-

paign, with the details of which probably
you are aware. It goes withont saying
that Lad it. not been for the inffuence of
the co-operative companies the rates for
the differcnt handling services would have
been similar to those ruling in the East.
We would agk you to digest the following
. brief comparative statement indicative of
the position in this cennection in the dif-
ferent States last season:—Weostern Aus-
tralia  co-gperative mcnopoly, cheapest
haodling rates in ‘Austrdlasia. Vietoria:
Strong co-operative movemeat ¥d, dearer
_than Western Australin, South Australia:
Co-operative movement growing, 3-8d. per
bushel ~ dearer than Western Anustralia,
New South Wales: eo-operaive movement
just eommencing, 3-84. dearer than West.
ern Australia—most costly handling in
Australia. The differgnee between the
rates paid in New South Wales and those
paid in Westeru Australia works out at
£88,000, this being the saving whieh
wottll have béen effected for the farmers
there had the merchaunts Leen foreed to
oparate at the same rates as were operat-
ing last year, Noiwithstanding that the
rates in this State were the cheapest in
Australia, the handling eosts are the
greatest by  reason of (a) the rates of
wages being higher; (b) the average quan-
tities received at the sidings being muck
smatler; whereas in Vieforia a siding at
which 60,000 to 100,000 bags are received
is common, the average in this State works
ont at about 8,000. My company have
drawn attention to certain savings which
we contend could be effected, some of
which are as foilows:—
This is the other side of the picture in regard
to the expert advice given by Mr. Keys to
the Roval Commisston.
Hon. R. J. Lynn: Who s the author of

that?
Tlon. H. STEWART. Mr. Stirling Taylor,

Hon, .. J. Holmes: Those figures have been

denied by the Royval Commission,

Hon. H. STEWART: The Ilotter con-
tinues—

Unnecesnary double handling last season

under the depot avstem, £17,000; unneces-
eary excess freights through the asame
cause, £28,000.
[ presume it was on evidenre such as this
that the Royval Commission made their ra-
cammendation No. 2, which reads as fol-
lows:—

That in future acquiring agreements the
agent he responsible not only for the ac-
auiring of the wheat, hut also for its care
and proteetion up to and including deli-
very and stacking into sheds at depots or
gidings. Such work to be earried out
under the supervision of the Scheme,

Then we have this paragraph in the report
of the Royal Commission-—

So far as its investigations have extsaded
to date, the Commission ¢annot find that
the work of aequiring agents has Dbeen
performed either better or worse by the
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Wostralian Yarmers, Ltd., than by any of
the other four firms operating with them
in the handling of the 1916-17 harvest.
Mr, Stirling Taylor’s letter continues—
We have algo worked out last year’s cost
of handling at depots, based upon the
figures submitted by officers of the scheme
before the Royal Commission on sworn
evidence, and we have offored the Govern-
ment to undertake that part of the con-
tract at a price which, if the Scheme's
officers’ figures before the Commission are
correct, would effect a saving in that one
service alone of £7,000. Iu comparison
with these figures the saving, even or
£15,000 were it possible (whieh you al-
leged could be effeected by cutting out my
company) fades into insignificance.
Hon., J. J. Holmes: The chairman of the
Royal Commission has denied those figures.
Hon, H, STEWART: Then Mr. Angwin is
one man against Mr. Stirling Taylor, who
has had considerable experience of the wheat
business. When it comes to estimates given
by Government departments, the experience
has baen that those eatimates are not infre-
quently very largely exceeded, whereas when
& contract is let to an outside firm at a fixed
price we know that it is the limit and will
not be exceeded. In rising to speak after a
number of other members on this Supply
Bill, it seems to me that the time is fit and
proper to point out to the Chamber that
Wentern Australia’s future depends on the
development and extension of these primary
industries. We all know that we cannot
lock for much development with the war
time profit taxation in operation, and with
the war continuing, But we must realise
where our means of recovery lies. It lies in
these industries. After the dawning of peace
we shall gee the timber industry again flour-
ishing, and I trust expanding under a good
forestry poliey. The timber industry is the
most remunerative source of traffic to the
railways. With an open market for wheat
and farmers heing able to safeguard thelr
position through their own company check-
ing unnecessary expense in connection wilh
the handling of wheat, agrieulture should
flourish. We may also look for increased de-
velopment in mining—let us hope, from new
discoveries as well as from the lessening of
the cost of mining stores, which has risen
to such abnormal figures. We¢ may trust,
further, that the pastoral industry will con-
tinue to expand and to have good =easons.
Further, there is the knowledge that the ex-
pansion of the grazing industry is proceeding
at a considerable rate south of Geraldton,
so that, X helieve, we now have half the
sheep in the State south of Geraidton.
With these conditions more will be done to
improve the State’s position than by the
smaller economies for which many are apit-
ating. Let me however define my attitude
on the subject of economies. Ever since T
entered the House my opinion has been that
wherever economy could be practised with-
out interfering with efficiency it should be
practised. Now is the time for such econo-
miee. In the first instance T sought
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to indicate my ideas by questions. A
reduction in the number of members is, to my
mind, a good move. It would indicate to the
rest of the community that Parliament itself
realises the seriousness of the position and
is prepared to start on itself, to start at the
top. Any measure of economy in that direc-
tion I would be ounly too pleased to support.
If both Houses were in actord on the matter,
I would agree to the reduction of members
here from 30 to 12. Of that, however, there
seems little prospect. It is only the voice of
the people that will bring it about. The
aaving resulting from such a reduetion of
members would not be very appreciable, but
it would prove to the community that we are
bona-fide in our beliefs. Perbaps when the
Estimates come on I may be able to give
instances where expenditure, without which
the people in certain distriets have dome for
a number of years, has been incurred during
the past two years under the regime of the
present Government. In aome instances that
expenditure had not been ineurred for eight
years, and it might have stood over for an-
other four or five years, To see snch things
happen in certain electorates does not inspire
one with confidence that a very firm band is
heing kept on the expenditure of public
money. When the pregent Government came
into power, representative as they were, and
with solid backing, they were in a position
to take a firn attitude and to say to that
scetion or to this section supporting them,
‘“We as a Cabinet believe that sueh and such
measures are in the Interests of the State,
and we stand or fall by them.’’ I think they
had an opportunity, when taking over the
reins of government, to do away to a large
extent with the practice of individual mem-
hers coming to them and pushing for grants
in certain directions—a state of affairs which,
to my mind, is not in the interests of gooil
government and therefore not in the intereats
of the State. It seems to me that Ministers
are altogether too much influeneed in allotting
sums of money for expenditure in certain
electorates by the degree of push which parti-
cular members exhibit in approaching the
Government, or by the pertinacity with
which they sit upon the Ministerial door mats.
With these remarks, which T have thought it
incumbent upon me to make, T support the
aecond reading.

Hon. J. XNICHOLSON  (Metropolitan)
[8.377: T do not propese to add much to a de-
bate which has become one of surpassing in-
terest on a question which one would have
thought, at the outset, would not arouse the
amount of discussion and interest actually
ereated. Tn common with many other members,
however, I feel it my duty, and in keeping
with the pledge T made to my constituents,
to voice that note of protest which has been
so emphatically sounded hy various speakers
to-day. One recognises that there has hbeen
imported into the debate a wide variety of
topics. In addition, one feels that there has
been undoubted brillianee and, shall I add,
forece and vigour on the part of many mem-
bers who have addressed the House, It is
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indeed time that foree and vigour were put
into such rubjects. I for one feel to-night
that hon, members have taken a stand which
is somewhat like the stand taken by our heroic
warriors, when their backs are against the
wall and they say ‘'*Now i3 the time; we
defy attack.,’’ Our backs, in a manner of
speaking, uare against the wall as regards
ecouoniic- tu be practised; and whilst one
sympathises in every way with the leader of
the House in conncetion with a measure such
as this, one canngt but recognise that he must
fecl the necessity for further economies being
practised, and further steps being taken to
bring about a rtoppage of that finaneial drift
to which alinsion has been made, I have
referred to the vigour of to-night’s debate.
One fecl: that we have had introduced into
the dchate something in the nature of a re-
viving influence, and what might almost be
termed adolesrent virility. We feel indeed—
and I hope that others outside this Chamber
recognise—that this is not a lethargic Cham-
ber at all, that we are not a body of easy-
chair counsellors, but a bhedy alive, and
at all times vready to serve the hest
intercsts of our country. The drift has been
going on; and as various speakers have
mentioned there is only one way to prevent
disoster overtaking us, and that is for the
Government to find a means whereby the
drift will he made to cease, awd, instead of
constant defivits reeurring, a change be made
to appear in our reveunc returns. Various
hor. members have dealt with different sub-
jeets, and huve claborated on them; aml [
feel that in view of the fullness of the dis-
cussion on these various pointa it is needless
for me to reiterate argnments and cover once
maore ground already traversed, The Bill be-
fore us asks for supplies of £423,000. Only
a very short time ago sapply was granted
to the extent of €1,400,000 odd, and on that
occasion we were promised the Estimates
within o few weceks., [ recognise that the
leader of the Iowse has not charge of these
Estimates, and, as I have said, be iz entitled
to aympathy in his position, and in the difii-
culties which he must cxpericnee in urging
torward the Kstimates so that he may keep
his promise in that regard. Hae, of course, is
in the hands of his Cabinet; and unfortun-
ately he has to carry the burden of hia eol-
Jeagues’ sins when he comes into this Cham-
ber. 8hall T say sins, or misdeeds, or de-
linquencies!  That  notwithstanding, how-
ever, there is no doubt that he must suffer
the burden of eritivism, beeanse it is only
through him that the views of members of
this ¢Chamber can be conveved to the other
members of the Ministry, so that they will
understand that on the question of supplies
we here expect to he consulted, aed to know
for what purpose the money is required. T
have stated that it is only a short time sinee
nearly one and a-half millions of money were
asked for and granted. That amount was to
last for about thres months. T have referred
to the speeck of the Colonial Treasurer
when introducing the last Supply Bill and
from that I find that previons supply was
estimated on the basis of the corresponding
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period of the previcus year, T take it the
supply that is asked for to-might is estimated
on a similar basis according to the expendi-
ture during the corresponding period of last
year. Now, last year we did not, or rather
the Government did not introduce any meas-
ures which would caus¢ us to feel inspired
with confidence that they were bringing about
any different state of affairs in the finances,
Therefore, for the three months that are
gone and for which supply was voted not
long ago, and the month fer which supply
is now asked, based as they are on the cor-
responding period of last vear, we find the
same drift is still continuing this year as
continued last year. That is the natural re-
sult. TUnless, therefore, the Government, as
I stated when a supply measure was before
us some time ago, arve prepared to give us
some details which T believe is unusual but
owing to the unusual circumstances details
should be given, unless the Government are
prepared to give us some details as to how
this money is to be applicd T feel very much
inclined to say that we shonld take up the
attitude which has been suggested here to-
night. 1 shall not on this oceasion take up
that attitnde but I ghall express along with
other membera who have spoken my inten-
tion oo any future supply measures being
brought forward that having regard to the
position of our finances we as a House should
prevent further supply being voted until such
time aa we know for what purpose the money
ia actually required, The Bill i3 a very sim-
ple one indeed, so simple that one might al-
most take it and pass it without having any
discussion, but interest was aroused to-night,
and wisely aroused, and T feel sure that some
benefit will ensue from the disenssion whirch
has taken place. 1f, therefore, the Govern-
ment will net he forewarned by the attitude
of the members of this Tlouse in regard to
the question of supply they must bear tho
conseguences of their own acts, Reference
was made to-night by a previous speaker to
the question of co-operative concerns and ap-
parently certain reflection was cast on metro-
politan memhers and the support and assivt-
ance extemded in the past to metropolitan
areas as compared with country distriets
1 hardly thirk that those remarks were alto
gether foir, because as far as I know mstro-
politan members in the Tlouse have nlwayg
shown a keen desire to extend that fair con.
sideration to country distriets which even
enuntry members conld not excel. There arve
requirements in the e¢ity or in the metropoli-
tan area just as great probably as in the
country areas. I, for one, have always ex-
tended a ready and hearty support so fnr as
our country arens ara concerned, and T trust
that no hon. member will lay it at my door
that T have sought to do anything to injure
or retard the progress of industries so neces-
sary to our development and welfare. Bo
far na co-operative concerna  may be econ-
cerned, there is no one, I think, in the House
who is opposed to co-operation, and indeed
I believe we would all heartily welcome co-
operation, and the hon. member, Mr. Kings-
mill T think, touched on a point and brought
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to it that which was most important —
touched on the desirability of even helping
lorward that scheme of co-operation by show-
ingr that it was possible for these ¢oneerns to
have the beaefit of legislative authority for
carrying out those varivus schemes which Mr.
Stewart alluded to in the course of his ad-
dress.  Nothing could be better for any pri-
vate concern, The Fremantle freezing works
were alluded to. 1 helieve that so for s
those works are converned, those intervsted
in 1he districts which would be served by
the Fremantle works, would be guite prepared
if the tovernment extended that wmeasure of,
shall I say sympathy, or accerd to them that
neeessury  arsistance  that these men  who
themselves are inferested in  the district
and  whose Dusiness would Dbe served
by  the crection  of  freezing  works
at  Premuantle,  that  they  would  con-
tribute all the capital that is necessary for
the purpese of cstablishing those works., I
think, however, they are entitled to some legis-
lative protection beecavse if they invest their
money in such concerns there is noe guarantee,
unless it is given to them hy legislative author-
ity, that the Government may not some time
or another sct up in opposition to them and
undo all the good work which they might do.
I hope, therefore, that the seheme of co-opera-
tion which has been carried out so success-
fully, as Mr, Stewart said, at Gnowangerup
and other districts which we have read about
will be extended, and that we shall find those
co-operative schemes working in every distriet
in the State. I am sure the leader of the
Ilouse, as o member of the Govermment, will
be prepared to welcome these schemea and at
the same time regard them as a means of re-
leving the Government of what otherwise is
really an incubus and a source of drain on
the revenne of the country. As to the agree-
ment in connection with our wheat marketing,
I join with many of the members here who
have expressed the views which they have done
in repard to the fact that the Government had
appointed a Royal Commission who were mak-
ing inquiries and were secking to furnish a
report as early as possible with recommenda-
tions on that very subject. Tt was unfair also
to the members of this House because it will
mean that the subsequent counfirmation of this
agrcement will become more or less, what one
might term a faree, azs was suggested by Mr.
Liynn, if not in those words then in words
whieh amounted to it. While recognising so
far as certain works and duties of the Gov-
ernment are concerned, that these must be gone
on with, there may therefore be oceasions when
it is essentinl that some steps should be taken
without the consent of Parliament, but T feel
sure that another method might have been
adopted in comnection with this particular
agreement. For example, in view of the fact
that a Royal Commission was sitting they might
have been consulted or some reference made to
them before the agreement was actually en-
tered into. When this agreement comes up
for discussion later, or a Bl that will deal
with it, we shall have the opportunity of fur-
ther voicing our views in regard to an im-
portant act such as that. Whilst I do not
propose to aectuslly vote against the second
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reacding on this oceasion [ trust I have made
myselt sulliciently elear, that as tar as fur-
ther supply is concerned that unless details
are furnished to the House then I think it
is the duty of the House to vote against the
further supply that may be asked for.

The COLUNIAL SECRETARY (Hom, H. I,
Colebatch—East—in  reply) |8.57]: 1t is
rather unusual I think for a debate initiated
in a speech of about three or four seconds to
oveupy a period of three or four hours, and
lest it should be thought [ was treating the
House with seant courtesy in introdueing the
measure so briefly, 1 desire to remind hon.
members that never before, at all events in
my experience of six years, has a Supply Bill
introduced in similar circumstances been
treated other than a  formul wmeasure.
I think there is no exception to such state-
ment. Never before has a Supply Bill intro-
duced in similar eireumstances to ecarry on the
affairs of the country for one month pending
the presentation to the House of the Isti-
mates, already under diseussion in another
place, been treated other than as a formal
measure, I merely mention that not that [
take the slightest objection to the debate, very
interesting and valuable as it has Dbeen, but
to excuse and proteet wyself against any sugp-
gestion of having introdured a 1ill in a per-
functory manner.

Hon. J. J, Holmoes:
suggested,

The COLOXNTAL SHECRETARY: One mem-
ber, I think, Mr. Sanderson, suggested T had
thrown the Bill at hon. members,

Tlon. A. Sanderson: Not perfunctorily, but
admirably.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The Esti-
mates arve at present under diseussion in an-
other place. I hope we shall receive them
shortly. When we do receive them, T am confi-
dent that 1 shall be able to satisfy hon. mem-
hers that very =muhstantial cconomies have heen
maide by the (Government. As a matter of
tact, the Estimates will show g decreased de-
ficieney as compared with last year of some-
thing like £60,000, and that notwithstanding
that the whole of the increased revenune due to
the taxation that was imposed during last ses-
sion will have heen absorbed hy the extra
£100,000 in intorest and sinking fund over
which the present Government have had mno
control whatever. Tt is an amount which is
inerearing and must eontinue to increase year
by vear. Howover, in view of the fact that
these Estimates will shortly be under discus-
sion by the House, T did net think it would
have profited anyone if, in introducing thix
Sopply Bill, T had sought to point out the
economies which the Government had achieved,
It would not have been possible for me to
have anticipated the ecriticiams of hon. mem-
hers. For instance, the greater portion of thia
debate—T think more than one-half—hag been
devoted to the question of wheat marketing, 2
matter which only contingently can affect the
finances of the State at all, because wheat
marketing is paid for not out of the Con-
solidated Revenua Fund but by the Wheat Pool
itself. T say contingently, hecause it may
affect the finances of the State, as the Gor-
ernment, in common with the Commonwealth

I do not think it wnas
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Government, have given a guarantee, and in
the event of the sale of wheat not realising the
amount guarantced, some portion of the short-
age will bave to be made up out of the rev-
enues of the State. I can searcely imagine a
subject more foreign to a Supply Bill than a
debate on the question of wheat marketing,
whieh only contingently can become a liability
on the Consolidated Revenue of the State.
1 trust hon. members realise that it was impos.
sible for me to anticipate the remarks that
were likely to be made on that question.
Mr. Kirwan said that in future taxation by
the Federal CGovernment would be heavier
than it has been in the past, and that when
the time comes for the revision of the finan-
vial agrecment, the probabilities arc that the
States will get nothing from the Conmon-
wealth, TFwven before the war the JFederal
foverament had, in many (irections, en-
eroached, upon the aren of State taxation, with
the result that then most of the States were
starving Tor revenue: but the Commonwealth
Covernment had revenue in sueh abundance
that there was every possible inducement to
them to spend it extravagantly, amd they did
so, 1f in future, the States are going to sit
down quietly under a condition of affairs sueh
as sumeestedd by Mr. Kirwan, when the Com-
monwealth  Government  will have a super-
abundance of revenue and have no necessity
to economise, bat have every temptation to be
as extravagant as they have been in the past,
while the States are to he starved and pre-
vented from rendering those services which
are nccessary to the comfort of the people
and the development of the industries of the
States, T say, if we as States are to sit down
under that treatment, we shall only have our-
selves te blame, 1t must not be forgotten
that, itmportant as are the functions of the
Federal Government, those of the State Gov-
ernment come into more intimate touch with
the people. The activities of the State Gov-
ernment have more to do with the well-being
of the people and the development of the in-
dustries, and the promotion of the interests of
the State generally, than have the aectivities
of the Federal Government.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan:
have to earry on the war.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: We are
speaking of what is going to happen after the
war. Before there was any necessity for
them to do so, prior to there being any
war, the TFederal Government invaded
the area of State taxation and squan-
dered the money which was produced. After
the war there will have to be a fair recogni-
tion of the responsibilitics of the different
governing authoritics, and some reasonable
method of apportioning the revenue contrib-
uted by the people so that the money can be
spent to the best advantage of those who find
it. It will not be tolerated that the Federal
Government will have thelr way made easy
and po difficulty in securing an abundance of
revenee for exiravagant expenditure, whereas
the States will be starved and rendered im-
potent to discharge thoge duties necessary in
order to maintain the well-being of the people

The Commonwealth

r

87l

who actually eontribate the wmoney, whether
for State or Federal purpo-es.

Tlon. W. Kingsmill: What method would
you suggoest? )
The COLONLAL SECRETARY:  [I'rohably

the best method is that whiel is alremdy sog-
gested in the Federal Parliament, unamely, a
1nrther convention, Some steps will have to

be taken under the Commonwenlth Con-
gtitntion, which contemplates that the States
shall remain free, which means »  mea-
sure of finaneial indepemdence. It will
not be tolerated that the TFederal Gov-
ernment shall, merely by some finaneial
aet, bring about that system eof unifica-

tion which the people of Australia would re-
jeet if it was submitted to them as an ab-
stract question. Mr, Holmes indulged, as he
has done hLefore, in exagzerated statements
which T do not hesitate to say are not likely
to do Wostern Austradia any good. I admit
that the fineineial position of Western Aus-
tralin is very bad indeed, but T say that we
arc not going to be helped out of that Jiffi-
enlty -y prominent men in the commercial
community exaggerating it and making it out
to be worse than it is. The statement of the
hon. member, thot at present we are drifting
at the rate of £2000 per day, if it stopped
at that, would be merely an exagmeration.
Two thousand rounds would mean £730,000
per annum. [t would be an cexaggeration he-
cauve we arc not drifting at that rate, But
when he says that we are drifting at the rate
of £2000 per day on our daily expenditure,
on the upkeep of our civil servide, the state-
ment beeomies not merely an exargeration but
a gross misstatement of the facts, ”

Tion. .I. .J. Ilolines: It is vour own Esti-
mates,

The COT.ONIAT, SECRETARY: These Es-
timates da not influde only the expenditure
from day to day in financing the affairs of
the country, they de not only include the
payments to the civil serviee, but they in-
clude a large sum of moncy in the repayment
of our hack debta. They include a sum of about
£320,000 per annum as sinking fund, which is
repayment of back debts. No other State of
the Commonwealth at present is contributing
towards its sinking fumd, or trying to repay
its back debts. When we are paying £320,000
per annum of our back debts that cannot be
regarded as daily expenditure, and it cannot
be regarded as drifting. In addition, onr se-
cumulated sinking fund amounts to five and
a half million, aud the greater portion of that
money has been spent in the purchasing of
our own stocka. The whole of it hag been in-
vested, but a greater poriion of it has been
spent as T have just stated. On all these
stocks which we have repurchascd out of our
five and a half millions of sinking fund we
still eontinue to pay interest and sinking
fund. At present, in addition to the £320,000
sinking fund, we have accrning, as the pro-
eeeds of the five and a half millione of acen-
mulated sinking fund which is invested, a
sum of something like £220,000 per annum.
If the hon. member, instead of desiring to
make out the position very much worse than
it i3, wanted to put the faects so that out-
siders would get as favourable an impression
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ag they could justly be given of the afltairs of
Westorn Australia, he would not say that we
were dritting to the extent of £2,000 per day
on our datly expenditure. Ilut he would say
that, on the one hand, we have for this ycar
an anticipated deficit of about £640,000 and,
on the other hand, we shall, during that year,
repay our debts partly from sinkiug iund and
partly from the interest on accumulated
ginking fund to the extent of £550,000, leay-
ing a real, actual drift to the Dbad of
.£100,000.

Hon, J. Xwing: That is the position.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is &
fair statement as far as Western Australia is
concerned,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You told this IHouse
last session that you had reduced the deficit
from £3,000 to £2,000 a day, and now you
challenge my figures,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I chalienge
not the hon. membor’s figures, but his atate-
ment that tho £2,000 represents the daily drift
on the daily expenditure on the payment of
the civil servica.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You cannot get away
from the faet that the daily expenditure is
£2,000 o day more than the daily revenue, and
that your Government undertook to stop this.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If the hon.
mewber ingists that the payment of our back
debts is our daily expenditure, I have no argu-
ment te raise against it, but I say it is nok
s0. At present, if we could bring down our
deficit merely to the amount of our sinking
fund, so that we could say we are living
within our means, but we cannot pay our
back debts at present, then, in view of all the
circumstances, and the manner in which the
industrics of the country have been overthrown
by the war, I should say we were doing re-
markably well and probably better than any
other State in the Commonwealth, considering
our situntion. Tt is unfair, in considering the
deficit of the State, to wipe out altoyether the
fact that we are at present repaying our back
dehts at the rate of £550,000 per annum, it
we include our sinking fund, and also the
revenue derived from the investment of the
neeumulated sinking fund of 514 millions.

Hon. W, Kingsmill: You have to find the
money.

The COLONTAL BECRETARY: Yes I
will make reference to that directly. Mr,
Kingamill has accused this (iovernment of
baing as partial to State trading concerns ay
their predecessors.  What State trading con-
cerns have been inaugurated by the present
Government?

Hon., W. Kingsmill:
have been amplified.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The hon,
member made reference to the Fremantle
Freczing Works. T think it would be inter-
esting if Mr, Kingsmill and Mr. Holmes
wonld ask each other guestions on this matter.
T do not propose to anticipate the announce-
ment that will shortly be made by the Govern-
ment in regard to the exact method which is
to he followed in the construction of the
freazing works. The great mistake which was
made in connection with the Wyndbam Freez-

The State sawmills
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ing Works was that they wera constructed
without suficient expert advice. I do not say
it wax wrong for them to be built, or for the
Government to take the responsibility of them.
The venture was, however, embarked upon
without sufficient expert adviece, and after the
work was started the contract was cancelled
aml tho concern carried out by day labour.
in vegard to the Fremantle Ireezing Works,
the Government, at the expense of a goed deal
of delay for which we have been blamed by
those ehivfly intirested, have been careful to
get the best possible advice regarding them.
A couference is to be held, T understand next
week, between the Government and the people
chiefly interested, and T have no doubt, after
the conferenee, the decision of the Government
will be announced, and will be emhodied in a
Bill for comsideration at the honds of botb
Houses of Parliament. 1 do not propose to
anticipate that decision, and I think that when
the Bill is presented will be the right time to
discuss the matter. Mr. Kingsmill seems to de-
sire that we ghould not only not go in for any
more State emterprises, and with that T am
heartily in accord, but that we should get rid
of those we already bave. I think he is right
in regard to many of thesc enterprises. I
would get rid of those which are not of a
monopolistic nature, if the time were ripe for
s¢ doing.
Hon. W. Kingamili: I bave not aaid that,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do not
know if the hon, member desires that the Gov-
ernment should get rid of tho railways., I
do not wish to harass his feelings by asking
him if he desires to sell the tramways, whieh,
a few years ago, he was so keen on purchas-
ing, or to ask him if he desires to get rid of
our Water Supply, our Gas and FEleetric Light
Works. My attitude on these works has
never changed. I believe in private enter-
prises for all competitive undertakings, and in
public monopolies being held as far as possible
by the people who have to deal with them,
such as the loeal governing hodies. I do not
think the present is z suitable time to get rid
of these enterprises which, through no desire
of their own, the Government now have on
their hands, I do not think it is necessary
for me to say much more in regard te the
wheat marketing agreement. It has been
suggested  that  we sbould first have suh-
mitted the agreement to the House and made
it afterwards. I do not know that anything
of the sort has cver heen done before, It is
necessary te make an agreement firgt, and
agreements of this kind are always made
subjeet to the approval of Parliament, Then
they are prescoicd to Parlisment and that is
the course which we intend to follow. But
whilst I do not intend to say anything re-
garding the wheat marketing agreement. 1T
take the strongest exception to the remarks
of some hon. membera who sugpested that
there has been goma sinister influence at
work on the part of members representing
the Country party indueing the Government
to continue this agreement. I represent a
country constituency and so far as it is con-
aerned politieally I have fought the Country
party ever since its formatiom, and have in-
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curred the bitter hestility of many of ity
Jeading members. On the other hand I have
always supported the co-operative movement
of the farmers and I think I am entitled to
say, that my constituency, a purely country
constituency, credited me with alncerity. My
opposition to their political movement was
based on my firm convietion that the producers
of a country, the people who must be and al-
ways have been, the backbone of every eoun-
try, cannot afford for their own sakes or for
the safety of the country in which they live
to become politically a narrow class party.
I have fought them on those lines, but =mo

far as their co.operative enterprises are
concerned I have supported them, and
I take it as a tribute of their belief

in my sincerity that on the last two ocea-
sions when it bhas been mnecessary for me
to seek their suffrages, they have honoured
me with an unopposed return. Whilst I resent
the suggestion of underhand influenee by the
Country party, I say it is the deliberate
policy of the Government to encourage eo-
operation amongst the primary producers.
Co-operative effort bas not extended very
far in this State and it would be an easy
matter to crush it, It has been asuggested
that a saving would be made by the State
stepping in and doing the whole of the
wheat acquiring for this coming season. One
cffect of that would be to crush the co-
operative movement amongst the frarmers,
and I am gure of this, that whether the sav-
ing anticipated by the manager of the Wheat
Scheme was achieved or not, the eriticiam
and condemnation of the Government in eon-
nection with the handling of the wheat
would be far more severe than has fallen
upon the heads of anyone who tried to
handle it before. The Government would
not do it for more than one season and then
we should be told, ‘‘You have tried co-
operation and you have tried Government
handling and have failed, you must go back to
the private acquiring agents.’’ I say with-
out hesitation even if we fajled to save this
£15,000, which might or might not be saved
hy the Government carrying ont the work, I
wonld not be prepared for the sake of that
sum of money—which after all will be a charge
againgt the farmers’ wheat—to regard the
saving of that money as a sufficient reward
for the erushing of the eo-operative movement
now in ifs infancy. One of the froubles wa
are snffering under, not only here. but’ else-
where—and it was bad enough before the
war, and we ghall have to be eareful it is not
more intense after the war—is centralisa-
tion. The nnly way out of the difficulty is
by work and by production, We ghall be a
more prosperous community when there are
fower people living upon other people’s lah-
our. We want to restore the natural rela-
tionship of love between the people and the
so0il, from the products of which only can the
people be maintained. One method of doing
it is to pgive the producer a larger share of
the valwe that he produces. Co-operation is
one of the means by which this can be done,
and T have no hesitation in saying that in
‘Western Australia, ag in many other parts of
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the world, co-opuration if wisaly handled wilk
be the means of helping the prodncer out of
his difficulty, and throbgh him we shall re-
lieve the State of many of the difficulties
from which it is suffering at the presend
time,

Hen, W. Kingsmifl: Do you include the
worker amonygst the producers?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Does the
hon. member suggest that the producer is
ot a worker?

Hon. W, Kingsmill: That is a favonred
phrase amongst another section of the com-
munity,

The COLONIAL ®ECRETARY: It hae
been euggested that we might save £15,000
in this way. Let me remind hon. members
that the handling of tbe wheat last yesr as
compared with the previous year showed n
saving of £30,000. That is to say, if the
amount paid to the Westralian Farmers,
142, had been based on the same scale am
the payment made to the ordinary acquiring
agents the year before, it would have beemw
£30,000 mora than it actnally was.  Those
are the fignures which have been compiled
officially and I have no doubt they are cor-
rect. Now I come to the remarks of Mr:
Sanderson. He took some exception to_my
saying in regard to his motion at an esrlier
stage, that I thought his comments as to the
figures supplicd by Ministers were a gratuit-
ous affront. I challenge the hon. member to:
instance one case in which a Minister haw
heen asked to supply a return or informa-
tion to the House and has not supplied it
aceurately. The hon. member alse attacked
the Colonia! Treasurer in regard to the sink-
ing fund and acensed him of having dam-
aged the eredit of the State. The Treasurer
did no such thing. The position was, that in
order to pay the sinking funds, he bhad to
horrow money at a higher rate of interest
than he eould hope the sinking funds to earn,
and with a full knowledge that the other
States bhad suspended their sinking funds, he
approached the ereditors of the Btate in
London and asked them whether they were
prepared to agree to Western Australia
suspending the paymeut of the sinking
fund, The creditors were not prepared to
accede to the Treasurer’s request,

Hon. A. Sandergon: He was compelled to
withdraw.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Quite so.
There was no intention of passing any Bill
withont their agreement. If they had agreed
the Bill would have been introduced.

Hon. A. Sanderson: Tt was prevented by the
Imperial Government.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The posi-
tion was that the Colonial Treasurer intended
to introduce the Bill. He cabled to London
to find out whether it would be agreeabls to
the creditors of the SBtate that the sinking fund
payments should be suspended. Then the
Treagurer opened up further negotiations. The
enly objection the creditors could have had
to the suaspension of the sginking fund was
that they might stand some rigk of not getting
their money and the suggestion was made that
the Federal authorities should gunarantee it.
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sy . .
That was not carried out, although 'the Fed-

,eral al’;tllogitigs were prepared to do so if
“tébelliary /bt the final upshot was: that pro-
'Pim hag how been drade’'whereby :the State
_Sbiking pioney with- which to pay its!sinking
TUMIC a2t “two  per ceat:less thanwould have
"BE#E the ecdse ‘if ‘the “Treasurer had- gone.on
the open market and bhorrowed the money as
8 wéuld bave-had to do; had.tha negotiations
not been carried out, - 'The- sinking fund ‘is. to
"Bé paid just as -before and ‘the morney with
“%which to pay’ it will cost the State two per
‘cent. less than would have beem the case had
“'thiése negotiations not bHeen ecntered into.

*'Hon. J: J, Holmes; The London: and West-
minstor Bank bave paid it to save the repu-
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wation of the State. L .
#1The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Nothing of
the sort. I do not know what we shounld do
‘if we had many hon. members-like Mr. Holmes,
who- takes every opportunity of: twisting every-
thing and trying to.damage the reputation of
“the State in the cyes of the outside world.
Mr; Kwing referred to the capital spent on
‘tho trading coucerns, and from that hon.
member we had the extraordinary statement
that this information had never been sup-
“plied by the (Goverameat,

Hon, J. Ewing: I have never seen it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The hon,
memher has been a.member of this House for
over two years. Docs he not remember that
early in 1917 the then Government presented
to Parliament a Bill for an Act called the
8tate Truding Converns Act? Does not the
hon. member recollect sceing at the end of
that Act a schedule setting out in detail the
amount of the fixed eapital and the workiny

* eapital in connection with every one of the
Btate trading concerns? Is the hon. momber
not aware that each of these concerns under
thiz very Act hns to submit to Parlinment each
vear its balanee sheet, and that in those balanee
sheets Tnll details are piven of the fixed crpi-
tal and the working capital and everything
else thot the hon. memher may desire?

Hoan, J. Bwina: T do not think that is
known.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T o not
seo what more the Covernment eon do. We
have put it u in onr Aeta of Parlinment in
detnil. We have vt it before memhers in
““Hansard.”’ What more ean we do?

Hon. J. Nicholson: And it is on the Table
of the Mouse,

The COLONTAT, SKCRETARY: As the re-
sult of the motion moved hy Mr. Sanderson
further informntion will be Inid on the Tahle
nf the House, and if hon, memhera want it
presented every six months they ean hove it
The fact remaina that the fixed eanital and
the working enpital in connection with a1l the
trading cancorns, will be found in the achedu™
of the Réate Treading Coneerns Aet passed Iast
vear, T An mat think it is necessnry for me
to denl with the remntks of other hon. mem-
hers heeanse the hour is late, One advantame
rhout the eritieism indulged in in the T.eemis-
Iative Couneil i= that it is to a larpe extent
mptnalle  Asstruetive.  Mr. Dodd effectually
anawered  many  erities.  Mr.  Millinoton
answeral others, and therehvy saved mv time
to n lnree extent. I regret that the Eatimates
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‘are not before the House, but I want to re-
mind hon, membere that aithough this session
followed the briefest recess in the history of
Parliament in Western Australia, or at aay
rate the briefest recess that I know of, the
Estimates were presented at. a very much
earlier date than in any other gession for many
years past. Ministers had less time to prepare
for this session than Ministers ever had before
in connection with the meeting of Parliament,
and in spite of that the Estimates were sub-
mitted very early. The debate, as Mr. Nichol-
gon .has seid, has been a very interesting one.
Personally, I am inclined to regard this as
a preliminary gallop in preparation for the

Appropriation Cup, and unless some hon. mem-

bers have left their form on the track that
event should be full of interest to the House,
I am sure it will be helpful and informative
to the Government, and I trust it will be of
great benefit to the country.

Question put and passed.

.Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—PRISONS ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

House adjourned at 9.34 pm.

Legislative  Hsscmbly,
Wednraday, Ith October, 1918,
——

Tho SPEAKER took the Chair ot 4-30 p.m,,

and read prayets.

For “ Questions on Notice” and apera
Presented ”* ree * Votes andl Procecdings.”)

o«

NOTICE OF MOTION: -PARLTAMENTARY
ALLOWAXNCER, TO REDUCE.

Notice of motion standing in the name of My,
Thomann-—"' That in the opinion of this Wouse
the allownnees paid to memhers of hoth Houses
of Parlinment. shonld be reiueed by ten por cent,
ner annum, ntil such time as the finances of the
State warrant o reversion to the present pay.
ment," ealled.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Bouolder) [4-40]: Tt is
rather unfortunate that the memhber Inr Katanning
(Mr. Thomson) is away from the Honse, and is
unahie to mnve the motion atanding in hisname——

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot zllow this to be
debated. Tt must lapse.



